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i Beginning an Interdisciplinary Dialogue 1 i 
this i 3  the first issue of 

I AvJcitg _F_orgm, the newslet tcr of 
1 the ~ssocrat3nn Vi llard de Ilonne- 
court for the interdisciplinary 1 study of medinval tecllnology, 
sc ience  and art. The Association 
was founded 4n 1985 to ettcoutage I lntrrrliscipl inary studies f ron 
ca.  3 0 8  A 0  to ca .  lhBB Al l .  It now 
has 56 members, six of them from 

I overseas. Alti~ough many ate wilii~lg to 
give lip-service to interdisci- 
plinary research, in fact the 
obstarles to doing so go beyond 
.the very real diEf icultiea of 

I mastering the substance of mote 
1 Lhan one discipline. There is 
ale0 a lack oE institutional sup- 
port and o f  arcnas for communica- 
I f  on. 

The goal hF this publichtion is 
to serve as a forum. In this, it 
Is to he distinguish~d from the 
tradi t ional proEessior~al society 
newsletter. In add9 t ion to tepott- 
in7 news, cssta Forum will serve 
as an internatGna1 medium for thc 
-- - exchange -.- ..- oE both ideas and ihfor- 
mat ion. 

The section on works in progress 
is meant t o  elicit responaes in 

the form of reports of parallel 
studies, commer~ts on the resrarch - 
itself, or useful items of rele- 
vant inEormat ion. The column of 
rtotes and queries is designed to 
elicit further notes and quet iea 
in response, in elaborat lot,, and 
in addition. Avista Forum will --- --- 
contain reviews of articles that 
contributors believe partirularly 
important, or desetving of eithcr 

(cot~llnt~~d nn page 3) 

Why AVISTA? 
by Carl F. Racnes,  Jr .  
Vice-President, AVISTA 
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Why yet another scholarly so- 
cietyt Why pay yet mote dues? 
Wlty clttt ter up t h ~  Kalamazoo COII- 
qress on Medieval Studies sessioiis 
even more? Fair quest ions, one 
and all. The AVISTA dues atp 
modest ~nough, but that is not 
justification For becoming a mem- 
ber. The key is the IS--interdis- 
ciplinary studies--in AVISTA. hs 
I S  is central in tlie acronym, 
interdisciplinary studies are cen- 
ttal to AV~STA'S purpose. 

(conlinr~ed on page 2) 



Why AVISTA? 
. (continued from preceding page) 

AVISTA1s purpose is to bring 
together humanists and scientists 
in all disciplines, to have them 
share information and theories 
informally, to have them help one 
another broaden their individual 
perspectives, to permit them to be 
a common resource pool. 
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AVISTA will serve as a clearin 
house for queries of all sorts- 
where can I find an illustratio 
of the Pharos of Alexandria?, wh 
knows an early Latin text on'. 
water-mills?, is there a disserta- 
tion on you-name-it? Queries will' 
be numbered and published in 
Avista Forum. Responses will be -- 
by number and matched by computer 
to each query, then sent along to 
the individual who initially re- 
quested the information. No other 
scholarly organization provides 
such a service. 

AVISTA will also report research 
in progress, and we hope to stay 
that way--informal and helpful. 
Other organizations began that 
way, then changed. The Interna- 
tional Center of Medieval Art 
(ICMA) in 1963 promised that Gesta 
would "not take the place of pro- 
fessional journals of which there 
are many." Now an editor and two 
readers have to approve each 
article submitted for publication, 
and delays in publication of 
submissions of two years are not 
uncommon. 

AVISTA can fill the role ini- 
tially charted by ICMA and other 
organizations, and wil!l do so 011 
an interdisciplinary basis. Why 
AVISTA? That's why1 

Wanted . . . 
Reviews of Articles 

Please send one-two page reviews 
of articles to the Editor. 



Beginning an Interdisciplinary Dialogue 
. (continued horn page 1) 
negative or positive comment. 
(Since there are many places for 
book reviews and few for article 
reviews, the emphasis will be on 
the latter.) These reviews will 
serve as a basis for further com- 
ment. Every section of the 
Forum, including the editor's com- 
ments, is written with the expec- 
tation of response and further 
comment . 
A v i s e  Forum will be a forum 

f o n e  process of research. It 
welcomes reports of work in prog- 
ress which may be at the very 
beginning of that progress (a 
stage in which the exchange of 
ideas may be p,articularly fruit- 
ful) as well as those near com- 
pletion. The Fofuz will also 
contain reports oTwliat people are 
doing, as well as of what they are 
writing. 

 his is the publication of an 
association whose members and pro- 
spective members share an interest 
in and commitment to interdiscip- 
linary studies. As such, the mem- 
bership includes specialists in 
many areas--the history of art and 
architecture; the history of 
science, technology; theology; 
intellectual history; engineering 
and numerous other disciplines. 
However, we are also an associa- 
tion of non-specialists in that 
our interests are interdiscipli- 
nary.  his publication will pro- 
vide a forum for us to speak in 
our capacity as specialists, and 
also as non-specialists. It is 
our willingness to function in 
both capacities that wi 11 encour- 
age the development of interdisci- 

plinary studies. In crossing over 
the various disciplines and in 
filling the spaces between them, 
such research has the potential to 
create a cultural history of far 
greater depth and unity than the 
present' collection of specialized 
studiea has so far been able to 
muster. 

I f  Avistq Forum is to succeed, 
it wilT-uca different kind 
of reading, one which brings forth 
a written response addressed to 
the Editor or President of the 
Association. The circumstances 
that mitigate against such a re- 
sponse are well-known--the tenden- 
cy to communicate for the most 
part within a specialized disci- 
pline, the reluctance to divulge 
work in process that still con- 
tains many difficult and uncertain 
aspects, and probably most impor- 
tant, the pressing lack of time 
that characterizes the lives of 
most scholars. To respond, how- 
ever, is to contribute to a unique 
effort to further interdiscipli- 
nary thinking 'and research. 

What shall 1 do with my 
copy of Avista Forum? 

Save it in a notebook. "Notes and 
Queries" and other columns will 
often contain references to ma-' 
terial published in prior issues. 
Additions to the AVISTA Library 
will be noted onlv once. 

AUG 3 0 1996 
UNIVERSITY L!Si?AR\ 

u 



Abstracts 

AVISTA Papers on the Technical Revolution 

AvISTA'S first public presenta- 
tions took place during the 21st 
International Congress on Medieval 
Studies in Kalamazoo, Michigan on 
May 10, 1986. The theme of the 
sessions was 'The Technical Revo- 
lution of the Early Second Millen- 
ium A.D. and Its Impact on oar 
Society.' The organizer was Carl 
F. Barnes, Jr. (Oakland Univer- 
si ty). Charles Stegeman (Haver- 
ford College) presided. 

The abstracts that follow were 
written by the scholars who gave 
the talks,. Avista Forum welcomes 
comments a n i r  W o n  the ses- 
sion itself or any of the topics. 

Session One 

1. "Villard de Honnecourt 
et les Rosea 
--Chantal Hardy 

(~niversit& de ~ontrgal) 

Villard de Honnecourt nous a 
laiss6 dans son album deux dessins 
de roses qui sont les plus anciens 
documents visuels decrivant ce 
type de fen6tres si impor- 

' tant pour l'architecture medig- 
vale; aussi son k6moignage est-il 
int6ressant pour les historiens 
d'art. Malheureusement ces dessins 
sont de peu d'utilit6 pour les 
histor iens de luarchi tecture. En 
effet, les spficialistes ont depuis 
longtemps constate la distance 

importante qui sbpare les reprb- 
sentations de Villard des roses de 
Chartres et de Lausanne telles 
qu'elles nous sont parvenues. 

Son dessin de la rose de Char- 
tres se presente & nous comme une 
modernisation du dessin de la 
fen6tre; non seulement a-t-il 
change les proportions relatives 
des differente? zones, mais i l  a 
Qgalement altbre certaines formes 
et regroup6 dif f6remment les 61%- 
ments de la zone p6riphQrique. 
~Qanmoins la con£ iguration 96116- 
rale de la rose et le sen8 de sa 
composition nous permettent d'y 
reconnaftre la rose ouest de la 
cathgdrale de Chartres. Ce n'est 
pas le cas du dessin de la rose 
sud de la cathgdrale de Lausanne 
qu'on ne peut quire identifier 
sans luinscr iption qui l'accom- 
pagne. Le dessin opire ici une 
telle transformation du modale ue 
depuis long temp,^ on le considge 
comme ayant ete ex&cut% de m5- 
moire. Cette inadgquation du 
dess i 
blgme 
ce re 
dest 

n pose par ailleurs un pro- 
ardu B ceux qui voient dans 
cueil de dessins un manuel 

ins a l'enseignement dans les 
loges. En effet, le chessis de la 
rose de Lausanne fait apparaftre 
explicitement dans sa forme une 
s6rie de carr68 inscrits qui 
structurent la distribution des 
vitraux h la maniare des schemata 
scolastiques. Cette dimidiation 
du carre, i.e. cet emboftement de 
carr6s successifs par division de 
moiti6, est considgr6 comme l'un 
des principes g6omStriques de base 

(continued on next page) 



(continued from preceding page) 
utilis6s par les architectea, 
villard l'a utilisi! i3 quelques 
reprises dans son manuscr i t; l'ab- 
sence de toute. allusion B cette 
procbdure dans son dessin de la 
rose de Lausanne pose donc un 
probl&me de coh6rence. 

En fait le statut du dessin des 
roses de Villard reste i3 d6finir. . 
Pour mieux les situer on peutles 
comparer d deux 6pures de roses 
datant de la premiare moiti6 du . 
Xllle si&cle. I 1  existe sur le mur 
oriental du transept sud de la 
cath6drale de Soissons, au niveau 
de la tribune, une &pure de rose 
semblable au modble chartrain. Ce 
dessin incis6 dans la pierre (1 m 
80)  6tabl i t les di f fgrentes zones 
du r6seau au moyen de cercles 
concentriques et distribue les 
ouvertures de la fendtre au moyen 
de rayons secondairks pos6s 
partir des points de rehcontre des 
cercles et des rayons pr incipaux. 
Ce dessin g$om6triyue explicite h 
la fois les differentes Qtapes 
d'glaboration du tracg ,ainsi que 
la forme particuli&re de certaines 
pierres importantes du remplage ce 
qu'on peut v 6 r  i f  ier en le compa- 
rant avec les grandes roses a 
dalles. Le rssultat est 6videm- 
ment tr6s different des beaux 
dessins de Villard. 

Deux autres compositions circu- 
laires, superpos6es l'une sur 
l'autre, ont st6 retrouvges sur le 
mur au-dessus de l'arcade reliant 
la tribune ouest de la cathgdrale 

de Lausanne la tour sud-ouest. 
L'un de ces dessins est le trac& A 
grandeur d'ex6cution (12 cm) du 
motif ajour6 de la claustra du 
grand portail ouest et ne tient 
compte d'aucune des contraintes 
d'ex6cution des grandes roses. Son 
trac6 g&om6trique est complexe et 
g&n&re des carrgs inscrits qui ne 
sont que vi rtuel lement prgsents: 
seuls les coins apparaissent en 
tant qu'intersection d'arcs. Ce 
type de composition beaucoup plus 
&laborhe pr6sente plus d'analogies 
avec les f ormes,ornementales des 
arts mineurs, ou de tels sch6mas 
'etaient 6 g a l e m e n t  utilisQs, 
qu'avec 1 'architecture. 

En d'efinitive ces dessins de 
rose de Villard ont peu de consis- 
tance architecturale surtout si on 
les compare 3 ses dessins des 
fene'tres de la cath&drale,de 
Reims. I1 ne semble pas concerne & 
leur propos par les questions de 
technologie: on n'y retrouve au- 
cu,ne notation li6e au processus 
d'elaboration du modale ni d'enre- 
gistrement de traits structuraux 
qui nous rgvt5leraient sa connais- 
sance des mgthodes d'execution des 
remplages des roses A dalles dont 
les roses de Chartres et de 
Lausanne sont les exemples les 
plus achevgs. En fait Villard nous 
montre ces roses comme de simples 
composi t ions ornementales telles 
qu'on en retrouve dans les enlumi- 
nures, dans la,peinture murale et 
m6me dans le decor sculpt&. 

(Abstracts continued on next page) 
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(continued from preceding page) 
erally viewed as a high point in 
an "architectural revolution" that 
came to fruition through the Roman 
development' of (rigid) high- 
strength monolithic concrete. Ob- 
servations derived from structural 
modeling and the archaeology of 
the building have revealed, 
though, that its dome is cracked 
and actually acts as an array of 
arches rather than as a monolith. 
~urthermore, the con£ iguration of 
the dome, and of the supporting 
rotunda, indicates that the 
builders understood its true ac- 
tion. 
One result of the study is that 

Roman concrete can now be seen as 
being anything but "rigid." Its 
behavior is not very different 
from that of brick or stone mason- 
ry. Moreover, it is possible that 
Viollet-le-DUC (with the aid of 
Choisy) came to realize this. In 
the ninth (and later) volume of 
the Dictionnaire, he (incorrectly) 
illustrates the structure of the 
Pantheon dome with a series of 
inlaid, heavy brick arches which 
seems to be an attempt to show a 
fully-compressive supporting 
structure--not unlike that found 
in Romanesque construct ion. Per- 
haps, too, this led Viollet to his 
famous dictum on structural ratio- 
nalism (Entretiens): "We have 
various opinions respecting the 
method of expressing our ideas in 
architecture . . . but we are all 
agreed as to the rules dictated by . . . the inexorable laws of stat- 
ics. . . . rt is not so much the 
forms of art that we must teach 
our youth as these invariable 
principles." 

2. "Women and Technology in 
the Later Middle Ages' 
-- George Ovitt, Jr. 

(Drexel University) 

To date, little research has 
been done on the effects that the 
technological changes of the pe- 
riod 1000-1408 had on the status 
of women. ~ndrge Lehmann (Le r61e 
de la femme dans l 1 R i s t o ~ e  de - - ---- 
France au mo~en-6 e ) ,  shulami= 
F G E F  FhhT ~ourt&state) , Peter 
Ketsch ( P r a u e n i m m e l a l t e r :  
F r a u e n a r b e f t  Kittelalter) , and 
for a later period, Natalie Zemon 
Davis ("women in the Crafts in 
Sixteenth-Century Lyon") among 
others have worked in this area, 
but a great deal remains to be 
done. Above all, the historian of 
technology would like to under- 
stand the means through which 
labor and craftwork came to be 
gender-specific and to untangle 
the effects of the technological 
"revolution" on public (that is, 
male) perceptions of women's so- 
cial roles. 

In this paper, I survey the 
attitudes of some eleventh through 
fourteenth-century writers (men 
and women, mostly in religious 
orders) towards "women's work." I 
trace the increasing gender-typing 
of labor, and the increasing eco- 
nomic pluralism that masked the 
creation of an exploited laboring 
class, with women excluded from 
all but the most menial forms of 
work and from the control of tech- 
nology. In my conclusion, I spec- 
ulate on the reasons for the ex- 
clusion of women from the history 
of technology. 



Recent and ~orthcomin~ Papers 

This column will list papers 
read at professional meetings 
(whether or not meant for publica- 
tion), papers completed but not 
yet published, and papers recently 
published. Given that the lag 
time between the completion of a 
paper by an.author and its publi- 
cation is often 2-3 years, this 
column will provide a far more up- 
to-date indication of current re- 
search than recently published 
journals. Please send additions 
to this column to the Editor--P.o. 
Long. 

1. Nicholas Adams, "The Limits of 
the Angle Bastion: The Military 

Architecture of Antonio da 
Sangallo the Younger (1485-1546)" 
(paper to be read at October 1986 
SHOT meeting in Pittsburgh, PA). 

2. Robert B. Gordon, "Sixteenth 
Century Manufacturing Technology 
deduced from Astrolabes" (paper to 
be read at October 1986 SHOT 
meeting). 

3. P.O. Long, "Humanism and 
Science," in Renaissance Humanism: 
Foundations, Forms and Legacy, 3 
Vols., ed. Albert ~ a b T ,  Jr. (Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Press, 
forthcoming). 

(continued on next page) 

Notes and Queries 
Please send responses and further 
queries to P.O. Long or to Charles 
Stegeman. (See last page for 
addresses.) 

Queries 

9-1 (1.1): Stephen Chr istensen 
(Det humanistiske Forskningscen- 
ter, Copenhagen) is investigating 
different kinds of acculturation 
between the Christian and Moslem 
civilizations from the fifteenth 
to the eighteenth century. He 
would like to know of AVISTA mem- 
bers working on cultural transfers 
in the Mediterranean or in Central 
Europe. 

Q-2 (1.1): Joseph L. Boyle, Acting 
Superintendent of the Hopewell 

village National ~istoric Site 
writes that as an iron furnace 
site, they are particularly inter- 
ested in information on the devel- 
opment of medieval ferroua metal- 
lurgy. 

9-3 (1.1): P.O. Long would like 
information about possible sources 
for Francis Bacon's "Inquires con- 
cerning mining," of which there 
are two versions. 

0-4 1.1): P.O. Long is looking 
for information and bibliography 
on t w o  men connected with 
vannoccio Biringuccio's Pirotech- 
nia, first published in 1540. a) - 
Curtio Navo who sponsored publica- 
tion of the work and b) the man to 
whom the treatise was dedicated-- 
Bernadino di Moncelesi of Salo. 



4. John nuendel, "Hedieva 1 Urban 
~enewal: The Communal Hills of the 
City of Florence, 1351-1382" (pub- 
lication pending). 

5. John nuendel, "Medieval Kinema- 
tics: The Internal Functions of a 
Fourteenth-Century Florentine 
Flour Factory (paper to be read at 
October 1986 SHOT meeting). 

6. Session 3 of the WSS Heetfng, 
October 1986: "Observation and 
Experience in Early Science and 

Medicine" including David C. 
Lindberg, (U. of Wisconsin) "Roger 
Bacon's Experimental Science: A 
Reappraisal"; Bernard Goldstefn, 
(U. of Pi ttsburgh), "Observation 
and Experiment in the Astronomical 
Works of Levi ben Gerson"; and D. 
Jacquar t, (Centre Nat ionale de 
Recherche Scientif ique) , "The Role 
of Experience in the Scholastic 
Medical Tradition." 

7. Session 5 of the HSS neetfng, 
October, 1986: "Quantification: 
From the Middle Ages to the Seven- 
teenth Century" including Allen 
Debus, (U. of. Chicago), "The Role 
of Quantification in Alchemy and 
Chemistry, 1500-1808." 

8. Session 13 of the HSS neeting, 
Oct. 1986: "Science in the Euro- 
pean Court" including O w e n  
Hannaway, ( ~ o h n s  ~ o p k i n s  U.), 
"Tycho Brahe: Between Castle and 
Cour tug; Nicholas Clulee, (Frost- 

burg State), "Laughed out of 
Court: John Dee's Pursuit of Pat- 
ronage"; B r u c e  Horan, (U. of 
Nevada-Reno) , "Princes in the Lab- 
oratory: Paracelsian Medicine, 
Alchemy, and Prince-Practitioners 
in the Early Seventeenth century1'; 
and Hark Neustadt, (Johns ~opkins 
U.), "Patronage and the Philosophy 
of Science of Francis Bacon." 

9. Session 17 of the HSS fleeting, 
Oct. 1986: "Transmission of Greek 
and Arabic Science1' including 
Roshdi Rashed, (Centre Nationale 
de Recherche Scient i f ique and In- 
stitute for Advanced Study), 
"Greek Mathematics into Arabicw; 
John L. Berggren, (Simon Fraser 
University), "The Transmission of 
Spherics to the Islamic World"; 
and George Saliba, (Columbia Uni- 
versity), "The Astronomical Works 
of ~ u s t a  ben 16qa: Greek Astronomy 
in Ninth-Century Islam". 

10. Session 28 of the HSS neeting, 
Oct. 1986: "Renaissance Philosophy 
and Science in Memory of Charles 
B. Schmitt" including Edward 
Grant, (Indiana University), "What 
is ~ristotelianism in Medieval and 
Renaissance Natural Phil~sophy?~~; 
Anthony T. Graf ton, (Princeton 
U-1, " P u r g i n g  t h e  Pr isca 
Theologia: Isaac Sasaubon and 
Hermes Trismegistus"; and Brian 
Copenhaver, (Oakland University) , 
"Science and Philosophy in Early 
Modern Europe: The Historiographi- 
cal Significance of the Work of 
Charles Schmi tt." 



Activities . . . 
Past, Present, Future 

Please send reports of activities 
to the Editor. 

Call for papers: AVISTA will 
sponsor one session at Kalamazoo 
(May 7-18, 19871 organized by 
Yoshio Kusaba (Dept.0f Art, Cal. 
State University, Chico, CA 
95929) entitled  he Use of the 
Wheel/Circle in the Middle Ages: . 
Technological and Iconographic." 
Please contact him by October a5 
i f  you have work in progress on 
this topic. 

A ~ o i n t  tleeting will be held, at 
t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  H i l t o n  in 
Pittsburgh, PA, October 23-26, of 
the History of Science Society, 
the Philosophy of Science Associa- 
tion, the Society for the History 
of Technology, and the Society for 
the Social Studies of Science. A 
partial selection of papers of 
interest to AVISTA members is 
listed in t h e  " R e c e n t  and 
Forthcoming Papers" column. 

Announcement: The Hi 11 Monastic 
Manuscript Library and the Insti- 
tute for Ecumenical and Cultural 
Research, both located on the 
campus of St. John's university, 
Collegeville, Minn. 56321, invite 
medieval scholars to take advan- 
tage of their facilities. The 
Hill Library contains microfilm 
copies of approx. 64,880 manu- 
scripts, 188,888 papyri and numer- 
ous archival materials from Aus- 
tria, Spain, Ethiopia, Malta, Ger- 
many, Portugal, and England. For 
information about the facilities, 

write to Prof. Julian G. Plante, 
Executive Director, Hill Monastic 
Manuscript Library, St. John's 
University, Collegeville, Minn. 
56321. 

Forum des arts de L'univers scien- 
tifique et technique. An interna- 
tional event devoted to technolo- 
gical innovation in all its forms 
in the fields of the image, sound, 
language, and mot ion, including 
the theater arts will take place 
in Toulouse, France from October 
21-26, 1986. Its goal is to foster 
exchanges among the artistic, 
scientific and technical areas and 
to encourage new industrial mar- 
kets. For more information con- 
tact F.A.U.S.T. - 
Mairie de Toulouse, 
34, Rue Pargaminires, 
31000 Toulouse, France. 

 h he National Conference of the 
Renaissance Society of America 
hosted by the Arizona Center for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies 
will meet on March 12-14, 1987. 
Possible topics include Hethodolo- 
gy: New Directions Acroas the 
Disciplines; Periodization: Geo- 
graphical and Temporal; The Pa- 
tronage System; History of Science 
and Technology; and Renaissance 
and Reformation. For furtlier in- 
formation, contact Jeanie R. 
Brink, Director, Arizona Center 
fot Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies, Arizona State University, 
Tempe, Arizona 85287 

Summer ~nstitute at Princeton Five 
AVISTA members, Bill Clark, Jean 
French, Joel Herschman, Virginia 
Jansen and Vivian Paul attended a 
four week Institute, "The Technol- 
ogy of Historic Architecture," 

(continued on next page) 



(continued from preceding page) 
directed by another member, Robert 
Mark from July 28-August 22, 1986. 
The focus of the Institute was the 
application of modern engineering 
analysis as an augmentation to 
traditional historical methods. 
professor Mark was aided by Kirk 
D. Alexander, Director of the 
Princeton Interactive Computer 
Graphics Laboratory. Lecture top- 
ics included elements of engineer- 
ing statics, properties of build- 
ing materials, computer graphics, 
and an introduction to the physi- 
cal and numer ical (computer) 
modeling of historic buildings 
primarily from Antiquity through 
the Renaissance. 

Report from the Association 
Villard de Honnecourt 
in France 

by Jean Gimpel 

The French Association Villard 
de Honnecourt was founded in 1984 
with the help of Jean Gimpel, 
Alain ~rlande-~randenbourg, Regine 
Pernoud and the local population 
of Honnecourt. The aim was to 
establish Villard de Honnecourt in 
his proper place in history. 
The ~ssociation has accomplished 

the following: 
-- Built the hydraulic powered saw 
drawn by Villard in his sketchbook 
on the main square of Honnecourt. 
--Organized a touring exhibition 
of 14 descriptive panels, avail- 
able with a documentary film, "La 
revolution technique du Moyen 
Age," produced by Fabrice Maze for 
the ~ i n i s t d r e  de 1'Education Na- 
tionale and French television. We 

Works in Progress 

Please send a one-two page sum- 
mary of your work in progress to 
Pamela 0. Long, Editor. 

1. The fifteenth summer of exca- 
vating the ~enedictine' monastery 
of Psalmodi in the ~ h 6 n e  Delta 
by a Williams College team 
proved to be very rewarding. 
The discovery of sculpture, 
which belonged originally to the 
late eighth century Carolingian 
church, has necessitated the 
restudy of many fragments found 
in previous years. Two differ- 
ent types of tombs were unearth- 
ed in the ~arolingian cemetery. 
In the Romanesque area an ex- 
tensive excavation disclosed a 
large cistern, capitals and or- 
nament from the twelfth century 
cloister and a large amount of 
luxury glass. A great deal of 
pottery, discovered over the 
years, can now be dated in the 
fifth and sixth centuries. 
(Whitney S. Stoddard, Amos 
Lawrence Professor of Art His- 
tory, Emeritus and Visiting Pro- 
fessor of Art, Williams college, 
Williamstown, MA). 

hope the exhibition will soon be 
touring the U.S. 
--Editions Stock will be publish- 
ing a paperback edition of the 
sketchbook. The Bibliotheqoe Na- 
tionale authorized us to rephoto- 
graph the mss. The edition con- 
tains four introductions on 
Villard and his times, his archi- 
tecture and sculpture, as an arch- 

(continued on next page) 



Summary of minutes 
Report from France 
(continued from preceding page) 
itect-engineer, and on his drawing 
techniques by R. Pernoud, A. 
Erlande-Brandenbourg, J. Gimpel 
and R. Bechmann respectively. The 
Association would like to find an 
American pub1 isher. Does anyone 
have suggestions? 

All members of the American 
~ssociation are invited to visit 
Honnecourt. At Honnecourt you can 
contact 
--Bernard Pamelle, tel. 27 78 51 
43, Etang des Moines: Route 
d'ossu. He has a1way.s been the 
most knowledgeable person on 
villard in the village. 
--Bernard Brossard, tel. 27 78 50 
55. The local priest who at one 
time taught philosophy, he lives 
opposite the church. 
--If neither is available, ask to 
meet Monsieur le Maire. La mairie 
is beside the church, other side 
of the monument. 

When in Paris, you can contact: 
--Alain Erlande-Brandenbourg, Cu- 
rator of the Cluny Museum, tel. 43 
25 62 00. 
--Regine Pernoud, 5 rue de Gri- 
beauval, Paris, 7e, tel. 45 48 17 
8 6 
--Roland Bechmann, tel. 45 20 15 
00. 

When in London, you can visit: 
--Jean Gimpel, 11 Chelsea Embank- 
ment London SW3 4LE Tel. 351-455.2. 

We invite you to our Assemblee 
~Sn&rale whch is planned for June 
1987. We will have two brilliant 
mimes who will act a scene from 
the Chanson de Geste des Quatre 
Fils Qmon wh?ch tells the story 
of workers' hostility towards the 
unpaid labour of the zealously 
faithful. 

Meeting of Board of Directors and 
First Annual General Assembly 
of AVISTA, Inc. 

May 9, 1986, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

The president, C. Stegeman, re- 
traced the history of the founding 
of this Association in conjunction 
with the sister French organiza- 
tdon headed by Jean Gimpel. He 
introduced the vice-president, 
Carl F. Barnes, Jr., who elabo- 
rated the aims of AVISTA including 
the reporting of works in prog- 
ress. C. Barnes suggested that we 
buy the mailing list of ICMA and 
the Medieval Institute in order to 
reach a larger public and deter- 
mine their interests and needs. 
He continued by noting that he has 
given several of his own articles 
and a book to the special AVISTA 
collection in Magill Library, Ha- 
verford College. He plans to 
donate his entire villard collec- 
tion when he has finished with his 
work in that area. Bill Clark 
suggested that all members con- 
sider contributing their off- 
prints. 

Bill Clark presented the Trea- 
surer's report and ~ a r y - ~ h s r a s e  
Stegeman presented the Secretary's 
report including an update on 
membership and news about the 
sister French organization. . 

C. Stegeman explained that it 
was the responsibility of the 
Board of Directors to elect offi- 
cers of the Association. Vivian 
Paul, chairman of the Nominating 
Committee, proposed the following 
nominees: Charles Stegeman for 
President, Carl F. Barnes for 

(continued on next page) 



horn preceding page) 
vice-president, Mary-~hgre'se 
Stegeman for Secretary, william W. 
clark for Treasurer. These off i- 
cers were duly elected. 

  he President also explained 
that it was the responsibility of 
the ~ i r e c t o r s  to appoint at least 
one director to serve with the 
officers as the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Association pursuant to 
~ r t i c l e  6 of the By-Laws. Dale 
Kinney was appointed to this posi- 
tion. 
C. Stegeman noted that the Gen- 

eral Assembly in accordance with 
Article 6 of the By-Laws was 
charged with electing Directors of 
the Association. The one year 
term of six of the Directors has 
expired. It was thus appropriate 
to elect replacements for a three 
year term. Vivian Paul, Chairman 
of the ~ominating Committee, pro- 
posed five nominees: Jean Bony, 
Marjorie Boyer, Pamela Long, 
C h a r l e s  Radding, and Y o s h i o  
Kusaba. (Dr. Kusaba has completed 
a one year term and is proposed 
for reelection to a three year 
term. ) 
The President explained that the 

Board of Directors was to consist 
of not less than 6 or more than 18 
members. The election of the 5 
proposed members would leave one 
opening on the Board which could 
be filled at a later date by vote 
of a majority of the Board or of 
the members of the General Assem- 
bly at the next annual meeting. 
The nominees were unanimously 
elected to the Board for terms of 
three years each. 

Pamela Long was named Editor of 
the Association's newsletter. C. 
S tegeman described the format and 
aims of the newsletter and stated 
the hope that with a sufficiently 
large membership, we could aim at 

having the enti re newsletter on 
1 ine, accessible through members' 
modems. 

The theme for the 1987 sessions 
at Kalamazoo was discussed and the 
topic of the wheel was suggested. 
The title is "The Use of the 
Wheel/Circle in the Middle Ages: 
~echnological, Iconographic." Y. 
Kusaba volunteered to organize the 
session. 

C. Stegeman asked all present 
whose membership period was renew- 
able in May to pay the Treasurer 
or Secretary their membership 
dues. 

Bibliography of the 
AVISTA Library 
The following items are housed in 
a special AVISTA Collection in 
Magill Library, Haverford College, 
Haverford PA and are available 
through interlibrary loan. Mem- 
bers are urged to use the collec- 
tion and to add offprints of their 
own publications to it. Each 
newsletter will list i tems re- 
ceived since the last issue. 

Books 
Adams, Roger J .  The Eastern 

Portal of the North Transe t at 
F G i E e c  l'chr i ' e n d t h G T  
than n~ar~ological". Frankfurt-am- 
Main: Peter 0. Lang, 1982. 

Barnes, Carl P. Jr. Villard de 
Honnecourt, The Arti'st and his 
Drawings: A ~ r m c ~ l i z ' f a p ? ; E ;  
Boston: G.X. Hall 6 Co., 1982. 

Gfmpel. Jean .  Ultime ra - * sur le dsclin d n  occ dent --- -------- 
P a r i s ~ - ~ l f ~ i % T - ~ r b ~ ~ ,  1985. 
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AVISTA Library Holdings 

(continued from preceding page) ------ . "System for a Topogra- 
Pernoud, ~ e g i n e  with Jean phical Orientation of Buildings." 

Gimpel and Raymond Delatouche. Le English ed. trans. J. Paul Getty 
Mo en A e pour quoi faire? ~ e c h n c  Center for the History of Art and 
ques A+ d h er: solutionspour de- the Humanities. 
maln. Paris: Stock. 1986. James. John. "The Rib Vaults of 

Polk, Thomas -E., 11. Saint- 
Denis, Noyon and the Earl ~ o t h i c  
Choir: ~ e t h o d o l o g x a  ? considera- 
tions for the History of Early 
Gothic Architecture. ~rankTurt-am- 
Main: Peter D. Lang, 1982. 

Scott, Judy P. St.-Gi lles-du- 
Gard: The West Facade ~ i p u r e d  -- r- --- -- Fr leze. Irregular1 t'Tes -- and- ~ e l a -  
tive Chronology. Frankfurt-am- -- 
~ a i n :  Teier-~:-~ang, 1981. 

Articles 

Barnes, Carl P, Jr. "The drap- 
ery rendering technique of villard 
de Honnecourt." Gesta 28, no. 1 
(1981): 199-206. 

Barnes, Carl P, Jr, and Lon R. 
Shelby. "The Preliminary orawing 
for Vi llard de Honnecourt's 
'Sepulchre of a Saracen'." Gesta 
25, no. 1 (1986):135-138. 

Bechrann, Roland. "L'archi tec- 
ture gothique: une expression des 
conditions du milieu." Pour la 
science 4 (1978): 94-185. 

 lark, william W, and Robert 
Hark. "The f irst flying buttres- 
ses: A new reconstruction of the 
nave of Notre-Dame de Paris." Art 
Bulletin 66 (March 1984): 47-65. 

Hamann-Haclean, Richard. "Sys- 
tem einer topographischen Orien- 
t ierung in Bauwerken." Jahrbuch 
Marburper Univeysitdltsbund 4 ------ 
(1965) : 83-188. 

Durham cathedral.' Gesta 22, no. 2 
(1983) : 135-145. 

Kergall, ~erve. "Mieux voir et 
comprendre l'archi tecture goth- 
ique." Gazette des Beaux-Arts ser. 
6, 127 O: 129-136. 

Long, Pamela 0. "The contribu- 
tion of architectural writers to a 
'scientific' outlook in the fif- 
teenth and sixteenth centuries." 
The Journal of Medieval and Ren- 
a s a n c e   tuxes 15 ( ~ a l n 9 -  
265-298. 

John Uuendel. "The 'French' 
mill in medieval Tuscany," Journal 
of Medieval History 18 (1984): - 
215-247. ------ , "The Mountain Men of 
the Casentino during the Late 
Middle Ages," Science and Techno- 
logy @ Medieval Society. Annals 
of the New York Academy of 
Sciences 441 (1985) : 29-78. 

Verdier, Philippe. "La 'Se- 
poutre d'un Sarrazin' de Villard 
de Honnecourt." Journal des Sa- 
vants (1983): 219-228. 

Forthcoming Papers 
Chr istensen, Stephen O,T, "The 

Diffusion of Firearms and Military 
Culture between Europe and the 
Ottoman Empire in the Late Middle 
Ages and the Renaissance", text of 
lecture presented 15-17 August 
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(cont~nued from preceding page) 
1985 at conference "War and Peace 
in the Middle Ages," Copenhagen, 
(forthcoming in Proceedin s from 
the Medieval Cent- tyoz - 

, copenhagen) . ------ "The Marranos as gunrun- 
ners. A distorted topos of the 
clandestine European exDansion.I1 
~orthcoming in ~ c k e s  de i' simp& 
sio 1nterdiscidItnar d& Estudos - - 
Portugeses, (Li sboa) . 

Unpublished Papers 
Barnes, Carl I!. Jr. "Modern 

Bibliographic Terminology in the 
Portfolio of villard de Honnecourt 
(Paris, Bibl. nat., Ms. Fr. 
19.093)." Paper presented at 21st 
International Congress of Medieval 
Studies, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 10 
May 1986. ------ , "A New Look at the 
Career of villard de Honnecourt." 

Text of lecture presented 30 Nov. 
1984 at Haverford College, Haver- 
ford, PA. ------ ,"Folio lev (on Bibl. 
nat. Ms. Fr. 19.093)." 

Barnes, Carl. F, Jr. and Lon R. 
Shelby. "The Portfolio of villard 
de Honnecourt: State and Recon- 
struction of the Quires." 

Correspondence 
Send contributions to the AVISTA 
Collection of books, articles and 
unpublished papers to Charles 
Stegeman, President, Department of 
Fine Arts, Haverford College, Ha- 
verford, PA 19041-1392. 

Send newsletter itehs for AVISTA 
Forum to Pamela 0. Long, Editor, -- 
2610 Cathedral Ave. N.W., Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20808; or to Charles 
S tegeman (address above). 

Join AVISTA . . . 
nembership application--includes subscription to Avista Forum 

Address 

Renewal Membership New membership 

Send acheck for $25 made out to AVISTA, Inc. to 
Charles Stegeman, 2 College Circle, Haverford, PA 19041. 

Students and overseas members: $10 per year. 
Libraries and institutions: $25 per year. 
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