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IS ANYONE OUT THERE?? 

H AVING RECEIVED NARY a response to my questions Con- 
cerning the format of AVISTA FORUM, I can only assume 
that you gentle readers are completely content with 

things as they stand. Pending an outpouring of advice or opinion 
to the contrary, you can look forward to future issues maintaining 
the current balance of news and reviews. During the coming year, 
we, hopefully, will get the FORUM back on its Fall and Spring 
schedule. However, this can only be accomplished with your help 
and participation. If this publication is to remain more than a 
newsletter, it needs your active support in the form of article 
reviews, book reviews, notes, and queries. It is patently ridicu- 
lous that I have authored four of the five reviews that appear in 
this issue for I am sure that I am not the only AVISTA member who 
has been reading during the past six months. Perhaps you are all 
too polite and feel that unsolicited submissions are unwelcomed 
or perhaps you assume that I labor with an enormous backlog of 
material. Let me assure you that the floppy disks of future issues 
are completely clear at the moment. Eternal optimist that I am, I 
remain convinced that the AVISTA FORUM has an important niche 
to occupy in the interdisciplinary world of pre-modern studies 
and, despite fax machines and e-mail, it can play a part in the 
exchange of information, and opinions. 

Carl Barnes, Jr. has announced his retirement as the Art and 
Architecture editor. My regret at his departure is, however, 
tempered by profound thanks for his many contributions and 
anticipation of future bulletins on the state of Villard research. I 
have profited from a semester as a visiting member of the History 
of Art Department at the University of Michigan to charm Robert 
Russell, assistant professor at the University of Michigan, 
Dearborn, into taking up the editorial reins as Carl's successor. 
Robert is a specialist in Italian Gothic architecture, having 
completed his dissertation on civic palaces in Lombardy with 
Princeton University. He has also authored abook, in collaboration 
with Eugene J. Johnson of Williams College, on the architecture 
of Memphis, Tennessee. Thus, our editorial net will surely be cast 
in exciting new directions. As noted on the last page of the issue, 
reviews on any aspect of medieval art and architecture may be 
sent to him at 1640 Knight Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

A feature that I would like to begin to include in the next and 
subsequent issues is reports from the field. As summer ap- 
proaches and with it the opportunity to pursue long-term research 
projects in archives, libraries, and on-site abroad, valuable new 
information will be gleaned, new conclusions proposed, and 
innumerable questions will be formulated. Once again, it seems 
to me that the AVISTA FORUM can and should be in the forefront of 
reporting its members' activities and serving as a crossroads of 
communication. Presumably, one reason we joined and remain a 
part of this organization is that we seek to stay abreast of 

developments not only in our own, but in a variety of associated 
disciplines. However, unlike messages from the divine, which 
are apprehended by the believer's "inner senses," we mortal 
scholars must finally commit our thoughts into such tangible 
forms as the written word on the printed page. Professor Linda 
Neagley of UCLA and I will undertake a project on plan design 
in ~ o t h i c  architecture this summer focusing on the thirteenth- 
century church of Saint-Urbain in Troyes and the fourteenth- 
century choir of Saint-Ouen in Rouen. We plan to conduct a ten- 
week campaign of computer-assisted measuring and, by the Fall, 
hope to torture the data into yielding at least some preliminary 
hypotheses. But if we are to approach the broader goals of this 
project, we will need to be informed of similar work being camed 
out by others in the fields of archaeoIogy, architectural history, 
and mathematics. to name but a few. The AVISTA FORUM seems an 
ideal vehicle, and one that we plan to use, for the airing of such 
research-in-progress because of the ecumenical character of the 
readership and their extraordinary range of expertise. This is not 
only one of the few journals that publishes article reviews; it is 
almost unique in publishing questions. As other periodicals 
ossify ideologically, I want to affirm our guiding editorial prin- 
ciples or informality, debate, and multi-vocality. I would like to 
move the AVISTA ~ o ~ u ~ c l o s e r  to the pulse of ongoing activity, to 
use it as a testing ground for thoughts and ideas as they unfold, not 
as passive mirror that only reflects back highly polished surfaces. 
So I appeal to you once more. Send us your summer's "postcards 
from the edge" or wherever you happen to be, for together, we can 
gain clearer visions of the horizons toward which we gaze. 0% 

MTD 
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W. Ted Szwejkowski, Organizer 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
1 PRESIDENT 

Y ou WILL AT ONCE NOTICE two differences with this new issue 
O~AVISTA FORUM. First, this issue arrives late, and for this we 

apologize. And second, its format has changed. Of course, there 
is no excuse to miss a deadline, but there are some reasons for it 
that I wanted to share with you. I believe that these reasons may 
be related to the change of format. 

Mike Davis and his small group of able editors do a superb job. 

I Our admiration for the consistent quality O~AVISTA FORUM should 
even grow if we become aware that they receive relatively little 
help from our membership. 

The change of format resulted from economic necessity. I 
have defended the original format for its practical size-it can be 
put in a pocket and taken places. Several members have mentioned 
that as a definite plus. The same information fills more small 
pages and less larger pages with the result that our present issue 
is thinner. A handsome, chubby issue is more agreeable to handle 
thana thin, skinny one. Yet,even thoughour intellect understands 
that there ought not be any difference between the two, I still 
regret the switch for aesthetic reasons. 

However, our financial state does not permit us any longer to 
chose aesthetics over economics in light that the printing cost of 
one small page is identical to the printing cost of a large one. You 
understand the math. 

In just about every past issue someone on the editorial staff or 
in this rubric has exhorted you, the membership, to recruit new 
members from among your friends and colleagues. Ma y of you 
have given suit to our pleas and a steady albeit small &# Qf! 
new members keeps joining our ranks. This is unfortunately" 
offset by arelatively important number of members who have not 
paid their dues, either not at all after a certain moment, or who pay 
in some artistic on-off pattern. 

I would hope that you will allow me to invite each one of you, 
individually, to think just once about how important AVISTA 
FORUM is to YOU. The friends and colleagues that I have spoken to 
seem to agree, all, that AVISTA FORUM fills a need in that it is the 
only forum that crosses disciplinary boundaries. Jean Gimpel 
told me that he found out about the Villard de Honnecourt 
exhibition in Strasbourg from AVISTA FORUM! I would bore you if 
I listed the many similar comments I have been privileged to hear. 
But I know and meet only so many of you. Perhaps a majority 
among us is more lukewarm about these alleged advantages. 

AVISTA has thrived for seven years now. It is no longer an 
unknown fledgling. We now know what it does, we also can see 
what it may do yet. I like to think that the organization is loose 
enough to be completely flexible. Any idea that looks good toany 
member will be tried at once, so that if any of you feel that AVISTA 
FORUM could benefit from something it is not presently doing, all 
we ask is that you communicate the idea. 

Perhaps COMMUNICATION is the operative word. Perhaps, 
what1 wouldlike toask you, is tocommunicate withme, withany 
of the officers, with any of the editors, with any other member via 
NOTES & QUERIES, or simply by a contribution that we can 
insert into the next AVISTA FORUM. I want to hear from a large 
number of you, because it is imperative to know whether the 
effort-it is after all a considerable investment of time and 
energy-is worth while making. Too many are giving with as 
much pleasure asconviction to the continuing health ~ ~ A V I S T A ,  and 
AVISTA FORUM. But I am sure that I speak for all of us who do this 
work, in saying that no one's ego is involved, nor is any of us 
looking for something to do to fill our time. 

If the thing is worth doing, it is worth doing well. So, the first 
question I askof you: is it worth doing? If your answer is positive, 
I must ask you a second question: Would you please contribute 
to the communal effort. You can contribute by paying promptly, 
by sending in articles, however brief and sketchy, about anything 
that is relevant to your discipline and/or your own work in it, by 
giving critique, suggestions, additions, or whatever comments 
may be relevant to your thinking. Collectively, we can assure an 
intellectual health and professional forum for AVISTA. 

I ask these things with as much emphasis as I am able, because 
I do'see one great danger, and that danger is real. The one thing 
I fear is APATHY. There is nothing one can do to combat it. Until 
I hear to the contrary I refuse to believe that you have joined in 
Apathy, not that you continue to read AVISTA FORUM from Apathy. 
But Apathy could kill AVISTA. It already changed the format. *:* 

PROGRAM, AVISTA SESSIONS, 
KALAMAZOO, SATURDAY 9 MAY 1992 

THE MEDIEVAL HEALING ARTS, 
DP. 
$ " "', [ , f *k  f.- - 

THEIR SETTING AND PRACTICE. 
6 ;...; ,, ,,, ? v A DOUBLE SESSION IN HONOR OF 

, ,,. 1 ; ;.8 *" : 
= $2 CHARLES H. TALBOT ~.-. 

3 0 $$wternational Congress on Medieval Studies 
The Medieval Institute 

Dr. Mark H. Infusino, ChairIOrganizer 
(IMMI, School of Medicine-UCLA, Los Angeles, CA) 

Catrien Santing 
(Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, Netherlands) 
'Morbus Gallicus' in the Late Middle Ages 

Howell H. Gwin, Jr. 
(Lamar University, Beaumont, TX) 
And Gladly Teach: The Medieval Medical Faculty at Montpellier 

J.W. Cyril 
(Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ) 
Saint Bernardino of Siena and his Thaumaturgic Activity as a 
Healer 

%ion 11: 3:30 D.m.. Room 2020 Fetzu 
Richard Grothe 
(Universitk de Montrkal, Canada) 
The Two Middle English Surgeries in Wellcome MS.564 

Ervin Bonkalo 
(Regis College, Toronto, Canada) 
Healers and Healing in Medieval Hungary 

Leslie Abend Callahan 
(Cuny Graduate School, Albany, NY) 
Saint Appollonia: Patroness and Practitioner 9 
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IN MEMORIAM, 
THOMAS W. LYMAN 

W ith sadness AVISTA acknowledges the passing of 
Tom Lyman. Tom has been a strong and constant 

supporter ofAvl.7~~ from its inception, and his departure 
from among us will be deeply felt. 

Other professional journals will do justice to Tom's 
long and distinguished career, but we felt the need to 
add our voice of gratitude. We have all benefitted from 
Tom's scholarship and caring concern for the well- 
being of AVISTA since its very beginning. *:* 

BOOK REVIEW 
The Medieval Bestiary 
Meradith T. McMunn 
Rhode Island College 
Providence. RI 

Wilma George and Brunsdon Yapp, The Naming of the 
Beasts: Natural History in the Medieval Bestiary, London: 
Duckworth. 199 1. 

T HE COLLABORATION OF SCIENTISTS with medievalists has been 
particularly fruitful in the study of medieval literature, art, 

medicine, and science. Thus, when two zoologists approach the 
medieval Bestiary as a work of natural history, we expect their 
viewpoint to yield fresh insights. The Naming of the Beasts by 
the late Wilma George, Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall and 
Lecturer in Zoology at Oxford, and the late Brunsdon Yapp, 
Senior Lecturer in Zoology at Birmingham, consists of an intro- 
duction and a discussion of bestiary scenes by Yapp, followed by 
sections on mammals by George, birds by Yapp, and other 
animals by both scholars. 

The book is handsomely laid out with 102 black and white 
photographs and 10 excellent color plates showing Bestiary 
manuscripts andcarvings. It includes some previously unpublished 
manuscript illustrations for which we can all be grateful. Also 
included are a list of Bestiary manuscripts, 10 tables which 
identify the zoological contents of Bestiary manuscript families, 
a bibliography of secondary materials, an index of animals, and 
a brief general index. George and Yapp confine their work to 
forty six Latin manuscripts, most of which were produced in 
England between the twelfth and fifteenth centuries. Of these, the 
authors examined the thirty nine still in England and Scotland and 
consulted facsimiles, microfilms, and photographs of the others. 

Most of the book (pages 44-2 19) is a taxonomy of bestiary 
animals and birds, withdesultory remarkson their correspondence 
to natural species and comments on the scientific reliability of the 
Bestiary descriptions and illustrations. Unfortunately, George 
and Yapp's observations on natural history, which they claim to 
be ground-breaking (1,220), are for the most part anecdotal and 
unsystematic. The authors emphasize natural history in the 
Bestiary to the exclusion of symbolic and moral interpretations. 

According to Yapp, "We intend to show that bestiaries are not, as 
they are generally held to be, merely compendia of old wives' 
tales and religious symbolism ... but documents that are important 
for any serious history of medieval science" (28). The authors' 
rigid distinction between "science" and "religion" and their 
intolerance of polysemous interpretations betray a twentieth- 
century ethnocentrism that does little to advance Bestiary 
scholarship. 

The book is unclear and inconsistent in identifying its intended 
audience. Though George and Yapp write for "the intelligent 
public as well as ... scholars" (220), the discussions of manuscript 
shelf marks (xi) and late Latin orthography and copy practice 
(xiv, 10-14) are of dubious interest to a general audience, and too 
superficial and inaccurate to be helpful to scholars. Indeed, the 
book cannot be used by either sort of reader as a guide to current 
Bestiary knowledge because, in its authors' words, "We have not 
thought it either necessary or desirable ... to include detailed 
references ... since most of the book is original" (220). It isn't. 

The brief bibliography omits several important works referred 
to in the text and, except for five items by George and Yapp 
themselves, it largely ignores the recent outpouring of Bestiary 
studies-185 publications between 1962 and 1989, listed in 
Willene B. Clark and Meradith T. McMunn, eds., Beasts and 
Birds of the Middle Ages, Philadelphia: University of Penn- 
sylvania Press, 1989. These problems raise basic questions about 
George and Yapp's mastery of the primary and secondary Bestiary 
material. 

The Naming of the Beasts is fundamentally flawed precisely 
because although the subject crosses disciplines, the authors did 
not. George and Yapp fail to understand the scholarly application 
of the medieval commonplace that advances result from "standing 
on the shoulders of giants," preferring to assume that discoveries 
new to them are new to all researchers. The tone of the book, 
particularly in the sections by Yapp, is condescending and even 
arrogant. For example, he writes, "It (the nightingale) was 
certainly commonly kept in cages as it is still in the less civilized 
parts of Europe" (76). 

Communication with literary specialists and art historians 
might have helped George and Yapp to avoid many oversim- 
plifications and factual errors. For example, the statement that 
"Bestiaries are probably the commonest of all illustrated manu- 
scripts of the Romanesque and Gothic Middle ages other than 
Bibles, parts of Bibles, and church service books" (1) ignores, 
among others, the illustrated traditions of the Roman de la Rose 
and Dante's Comedia. 

Much remains to be done to achieve a rounded understanding 
of the medieval Bestiary. The perspectiveoftwo trained naturalists 
should have produced new facts and revealing interpretations. 
But although The Naming of the Beasts may have some uses as 
a catalogue of animals in English bestiary manuscripts, George 
and Yapp's uninformed and unconvincing polemics only high- 
light the opportunity that they lost. *:* 
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REVIEWS OF ARTICLES 
The purpose of this section is to encourage comment and create 
active dialogue on essays and articles. Hundreds of scholarly 
journals review books. Fen, review articles. These reviews will 
bring significant shorter studies from various disciplines to the 
attention of AVISTA FORUM readers. The editors urge readers to 
contribute reviews of articles published in periodic literature 
and in collective works. Readers, including authors of reviewed 
works, are encouraged to comment on the reviews. Readers are 
also urged to bring relevant articles to the attention of the editors. 

UB AR 
Michael T. Davis 
Mount Holyoke College 

A LAWYER, A FILMMAKER, a polar explorer, a used book store 
and the space shuttle are some of the unlikely ingredients in 

a dramatic archaeological discovery in November in southwest- 
em Oman that may be the fabled city of Ubar. The story of this 
expedition puts to rest any lingering doubts about the rich prizes 
to be won from the efficacious collaboration of the humanities 
and technology. Methods as diverse as a careful reading of 
classical Roman geography texts, interpretation of the Koran, 
and the use of Landsat mapping images contributed to identifying 
and unearthing a major center of the ancient frankincense trade. 

The adventure began inauspiciously enough in 1981 when 
Los Angeles filmmaker Nicholas Clapp stumbled across the 
writings of British explorer Bertram Thomas in a used book store 
and was attracted by the idea of finding what T.E. Lawrence had 
dubbed "the Atlantis in the sands." Thomas had noted the 
remains of a rude fort at the Ash Shisar water hole in the Empty 
Quarter of the Arabian Peninsula, but had dismissed them as no 
more than a few hundred years old. Clapp, however, tumed to 
imaging radar and space photography as means to pinpoint the 
location of what the geographer Claudius Ptolemy identified as 
Omanum Emporium which has been connected to the destroyed 
city of Iram, mentioned in the Koran, and, ultimately, to Ubar. 
Scholars and specialists from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory were 
enlisted to analvze the images which revealed caravan trails 
converging on ;he Ash  hi& well, an important clue to the 
existence of a trading depot. The paths themselves could be 
identified from the photographs on ;he basis of the finer grains 
into which the soil had been beaten by the passing caravans. 

Meanwhile, as the satellite photographs were being studied, 
George Hedges, a Los Angeles lawyer with a background in 
classical archaeology, and Sir Ranulph Fiennes, a British polar 
explorer, organized the logistics of the expedition to Oman and 
scholars at the Huntington Library and elsewhere conducted 
archival research. Finally, after preliminary reconnaissance in 
the summer of 1990, the team of archaeologists and geologists, 
under the supervision of Professor Juris Zarins of Southwest 
Missouri State University, found their way back to the Ash Shisar 
well with the help of satellite navigation equipment. Launching 
a full-scale excavation, they soon found the remains of a 
monumental octagon with towers at least thirty feet high. 

The site's mystery is a result of its demise. The Koran relates 
that Iram's sinful decadence so angered Allah that he destroyed 
the unrepentant city and its inhabitants. A rather more terrestrial 
explanation for its ruin was uncovered during the excavations 
when it was revealed that the structure was built atop a limestone 
cavern and collapsed from its own weight. Perhaps in addition to 

moral reform, the trading emporium's builders would have been 
wise to follow Jesus of Nazareth's architectural advice and make 
certain that their walls were founded on solid rock. The apparent 
sudden destruction of this caravanserai promises rich finds as the 
excavation proceeds for, like Pompeii and Herculaneum, ar- 
chaeologists predict that whole rooms should be preserved along 
with their contents. Some of the first material recovered dates 
back to 2800 B.C.E. and includes objects of Roman, Greek, 
Syrian, Chinese, and Egyptian provenance. 

The lessons to be learned from Ubar are twofold. Firstlv. the < .  

marriage of traditional methods and advanced technologies has 
a future of enormous importance for historical research. Classical 
archaeologists and medieval architectural historians, to name but 
two disciplines, have begun to use computer-aided surveying 
techniques and design programs to reconstruct ruined structures 
or understand how extant edifices were conceived and built. But 
just as the new tools can extend the scope and depth of inquiry, 
so responsibly rigorous research with primary texts, documents, 
and structures is needed to disciplineour technological constructs. 
The trails on the Landsat photographs only became meaningful 
in light of Claudius Ptolemy and the Koran. Secondly, we in 
academia would do well not to disdain the ideas and participation 
of those in the arts, business, or industry. Energetic, enthusiastic 
amateurs, in the positive sense of that label, have made a number 
of the most significant archaeological finds, from Troy and 
Mycenae now to Ubar. The possibilities offered by new con- 
figurations of tools of research and analysis suggest that the 
larger expedition of the recovery of the past that fuels a deeper 
understanding of the complex course of human history, and 
ultimately, illuminates our present identities and directions, has 
only just begun. 

Story reported in The New York Times, 5 February 1992; 
Newsweek,l7 February 1992, p. 38. 

Italian Architecture 
Michael T. Davis 
Mount Holyoke College 

Marvin Trachtenberg, Gothiclltalian 'Gothic': Toward a Re- 
definition, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 
50 (1991): 22-37; Caroline A. Bruzelius, ad modum franciae: 
Charles of Anjou and Gothic Architecture in the Kingdom of 
Sicily, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 50 
( 199 1 ): 402420. 

T HE ARCHITEnURE OF LATE MEDIEVAL ITALY has, for six CentU- 
ries, defied comprehension in relation to contemporaneous 

construction in France, England, and Germany. In the 1390s, one 
can almost hear Jean Mignot scratch his head as he muttered "Ars 
sine scientia nihil est," and wondered what the Milanese wanted 
in their cathedral. And if we reject the notion that Italian struc- 
tures of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries were the amateurish 
results of designs by sculptors, painters, and goldsmiths, and 
free-for-all direction from city councils, local nobility, and 
clergy, what criteria can we use to evaluate this distinctive and 
immensely varied architecture? Marvin Trachtenberg and Caroline 
Bruzelius approach the problem from very different, but ulti- 
mately complementary perspectives. Trachtenberg writes at the 
beginning of his provocative bird's eye survey of the problem of 
GothicIItalian 'Gothic': "My premise is that Italy was never 
really 'Gothic' at all, never a colony of a Parisian architectural 
empire-the way it is commonly regarded-but an independent 
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culture with an individual architecture that used Gothic for its 
own purposes." Bruzelius, on the other hand, trains her investi- 
gative lens on two buildings produced when a French aristocratic 
patron moved into Italy with clearly colonialist purposes and 
specificially demanded buildings 'in the French manner.' The 
reverberations from the arguments made and questions raised in 
these two studies touch both the way in which this architecture 
was viewed by its makers and has been interpreted by later 
generations of modem scholars. 

Trachtenberg hangs much ofhis exposition from a scaffolding 
that appropriates the historicism-modernism dichotomy of 
twentieth-century debate on architectural style. Thus, the 'Ro- 
manesque' of the period of the eleventh and early twelfth centuries 
becomes a medieval counterpart to the nineteenth, one dominated 
by varying degrees of historicism, in this case, the influence of 
ancient Roman architecture. At the same time, new approaches, 
seen most clearly in Normandy and England, witness the rise of 
a 'modernist' spirit that eschewed 'virtually all references to the 
antique.' The Gothic, as it was to be embodied in such works as 
the cathedrals of Bourges, Chartres, and Paris, thus becomes the 
triumph of medieval modernism. Such meaning-laden signs as 
columns, load-bearing walls, and heavy barrel and groin vaults 
were dissolved into cages of tubular elements that enclosed 
luminous membranes ofglass. This 'style' was not apre-packaged 
system, based, for example, on the Chartrain parti. Rather, it was 
more akin to Le Corbusier's 'Five Points of Architecture' and 
consisted of the complex optical and textural effects created by 
the use of compound pier supports, expansive bar-traceried 
windows, ribbed vaults, and pointed arches. 

Italy, however, never embraced this cis-Alpine modernism, 
but charted its course in an eclectic direction in which modernist 
details were placed into an essentially unchangedEarly Christian1 
Roman-esque setting. Although the word is never written, the 
characterization of this archtecture as one tolerant of 'complexity 
and contradiction' invites the reader to draw at least general 
parallels with aspects of recent post-modernism. In any case, 
fashion, modernity, and the recognition of the inherent spiritu- 
ality of the northern style lay behind the varying degrees of its 
adoption by the Mendicant orders, bishops, and communes, but 
Trachtenberg sees the pre-dominantly urban life-style and social 
diversity of the Peninsula in the Middle Ages as key factors 
behind both the retention of ancient Roman models and the 
variety of architectural expression. 

It is one thing to acknowledge the particularities of Italian 
architecture vis ii vis the rest of Europe and another matter 
altogether to make meaningful sense of them. Because Italian 
buildings do not lend themselves to neat narrative exposition and 
their genealogies remain murky, Trachtenberg argues, they have 
simply been cut out of the exposition of mainstream architectural 
history. In place of an analytical approach in terms of horizontal, 
diachronic movement, Trachtenberg proposes the investigation 
of "vertical synchronic relationships between highly particular 
individuated phenomena and their context. A form of micro- 
history, this approach, in the present case would stress major 
architectural events rather than the fate of ordinary individuals 
that is the main subiect of the microhistorical school, our com- 
mon ground being thk side-stepping of the narratological demands 
of the historical 'grand manner.' Such an adaptation of the 
micmhistorical method, I believe, applied within a framework of 
critical analysis of the eclectic design process, would result not 
only in a much higher, and fairer, revalorization of the Italian 
monuments, but also in a far clearer understanding of what they 
are all about." 

I 
This is one of those rare articles with which one may argue at ' 

every turn, yet finish with the sense that new doors of possibility 
have been opened. It can be objected that the view of French [ 
architecture is simplified to the point of caricature and badly 
outdated: the notion that Chartres Cathedral had an 'impressive 
progeny' simply needs to be laid to rest. Moreover, the claim that 
thirteenth-century French buildings made historicizing elements 
disappear is blatantly false. No one who studies Reims Cathedral I 
seriously can fail to notice that although it appears modem at first 
glance, its plan, key features of itselevation, such as the transepts, 
and even the location and orientation of its sculptural decoration 
literally constitute an architectural narrative of the site's eight- 
hundred year history. Finally, it is odd that a medievalist would 
insist on discussing an Italian architecture without some caveat 
that no one among the designers, builders, or patrons would have 
had any idea what this adjective meant. There were Lombards, 
who were closet modernists in their own right, Romans, 
Florentines, Pisans, and Venetians to be sure, but Italians? 
Trachtenberg's discussion borders on the disingenuous when he 
sets up the fiction of a coherent Italy, implicit in the parallels 
drawn between the societies of the Empire and the Middle Ages, 
then marvels at the stylistic cacophony produced by its fiercely 
independent, frequently warring constituent parts. Yet, rather 
than look too closely at details or quibble with devices that may 
be more rhetorical than historical, we should applaud such a 
daring panoramic sketch that suggests new strategies for un- 
derstanding late medieval architecture in all of its manifestations, 

Caroline Bruzelius's study focuses on the ruined abbeys of S. 
Maria di Realvalle and S. Maria della Vittoria, founded in 1277 
by Charles of Anjou in his Kingdom of Two Sicilies. The king, 
Louis IX's brother, imported French master masons, stocked the 
two establishments with French monks, placed French admin- 
istrators in charge of the projects, and even ordered roof tiles for 
Realvalle ad modum franciae in order to insure that the monas- 
teries stood out in the landscape as clear manifestations of French 
presence and control. If only these historical remains had survived, 
we might envision Charles's foundations along the lines of 
Royaumont or the later Saint-Louis at Poissy, the quintessential 
royal abbeys of the Ile-de-France: a deep choir plan ringed by an 
ambulatory and radiating chapels; a tall central vessel of two or 
three stories lit by elegantly traceried windows and stayed by 
flying buttresses. However, as far as the very partial remains may 
be reconstituted, it appears that Frenchness toCharles, his project 
directors, and designers was not based on the reproduction of a 
specific royal prototype. 

Vittoria's plan, recovered in excavations, was cruciform with 
a flat-ended choir enriched by a rectangular ambulatory, a type 
stemming apparently from Citeaux 111 and relatively common 
during the thirteenth century, especially in the filiation of Citeaux 
and Morimond. However, since most examples are found in 
England, Germany, and Austria, one may question how strongly 
a specific French association, rather than simply Cistercian 
values, would have come through in this plan. While Vittoria's 
elevation is a mystery, two of its portals, now rebuilt in churches 
in the town of Scurcola, indicate that they were "not only based 
on French models, but also executed in part by trained masons, 
some of them ultramontani." A combination of documentation 
and astute observation allows Bruzelius to follow a similar 
workshop organization at Realvalle, where four bays of the 
church's south wall survive. As a general rule, it seems that 
French masons were charged with the execution of "meaningful" 
details, such as crocket capitals and, presumably, the cusped 
moldings of the single lancet aisle windows, local skilled masons 
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cut the responds, and unskilled workers raised the rubble walls. 
As Bruzelius points out, at the same moment that Vittoria and 

Realvalle were rising "in the French manner" in the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies, Narbonne Cathedral was under construction in 
Languedoc "in imitation of the noble and magnificent edifices of 
the kingdom of France." But whereas Narbonne apparently 
displayed this identity in general terms of complexity and height, 
the two Angevin abbeys emphasized details, particularly capitals, 
as carriers of meaning. That details could contain the keys to a 
building's identity is evident in the case of Suger's Saint-Denis 
where classicizing columns and capitals, included re-used 
Merovingian examples, were likely intended to suffuse the 
church with a Roman Early Christian aura. Bruzelius's essay 
underlines the long course of thorough study of individual 
monuments that lies ahead beforeTrachtenberg's broadquestions 
can be answered credibly. It also presents a strong case for 
interrogating the monuments on their builder's terms rather than 
those of Robert Venturi's post-modernism. 

Views of Saint-Maur 
Michael T. Davis 
Mount Holyoke College 

Pierre Gillon, Un graveur allemand: Jean-Georges Wille et les 
ruines de I' Abbaye Saint-Maur-des-Fossks, Le Vieux Saint-Maur. 
Bulletin de la SociCtC d'Histoire et ArchCologie, 61-62 (1989- 
1990): 17-34. 

0 NE CONSOLATION I N  WORKING with the architectural of his- 
torical periods, many of whose monuments have disap- 

peared or been disfigured. is the opportunity that is afforded to 
involve oneself in the study of paintings and graphic images. 
Views of structures or their ruins often provide the only evidence 
for the appearance of a building or offer a valuable supplement 
to descriptive documents and archaeolgical reports. Judicious 
use of images and the resultant recovery of monuments can alter 
significantly our knoweldge of the monumental topography of a 
place as well as the view of a period's architectural character. 

In this study, M. Gillon gathers together work of Jean- 
Georges Wille (1  715-1 808) that represents the ruins of the 
Abbey of Saint-Maur. Executed between 1753 and 1763, the 
eight drawings and engravings of this Benedictine house published 
here are but a fragment of the more than twenty-five drawings, 
mentioned in the artist's diary, many of which were likely 
engraved. When Wille sold much of his work in October 1784, 
450 drawings and nearly 1600 engravings were listed along with 
the 104 paintings. While several hundred of his works are known, 
forming the basis of the recent thesis of H.-T. Schulze- 
Altcappenberg, Le Voltairede Z'Art, Johann Georg Wille (1715- 
1808) und seine Schule in Paris, Munster, 1987, presumably 
many more of Wille's drawings and engravings lie unidentified 
in museum cabinets and private collections throughout Europe. 
His day trips or weekendexcursions took him to many sites in the 
vicinity of Paris, including Antony, Arpajon, ~rceui l ,  Brie- 
Comte-Robert, Corbeil, Etampes, Mantes, MontlhCry, Poissy, 
and Soucy-en-Valois, while on a longer journey, he visited and 
drew throughout Normandy. Wille's drawings may well have 
influenced Louis Lesueur who ignored their archaeological ac- 
curacy and reassembled the ruins into stages for evocative 
fantasy. 

The focus of this article remains on Wille, his circle of friends 
and students, and their sketching expeditions to Saint-Maur. 

Gillon does not seek to mine the views for detailed architectural 
information on the abbey, as did Barbara Dirlam in Les sculp- 
tures medievales de Saint-Maur-des-Fosses, Saint-Maur, 1983. 
Nevertheless, hedoes locate these images and the artist'sviewpoint 
with respect to the church. Perhaps the author's most valuable 
contribution is his inclusion of three unpublished drawings of the 
abbey's narthex and nave, its northwest crossing pier and east 
wall of the transept, and a section of the north wall of the choir. 

This study is an elegant testimony to the substantial obstacles 
and hazards that present themselves to the task of reconstituting 
a lost monument: graphic evidence is dispersed in myriad col- 
lections, here Paris, Bremen, Coburg, Weimar; identification of 
fragmentary remains; and questions of the accuracy of repre- 
sentation. Obviously, the methodological approach to architec- 
ture changes radically when one cannot observe or confidently 
analyze masonry courses, molding profiles, capital sculpture, or 
tracery patterns. Nevertheless, if the field of inquiry in medieval 
European architecture is to be expanded, if such centers as Paris 
are ever to be evaluated on a basis other than that provided by the 
fortunate survival of the Sainte-Chapelle and Notre-Dame, rather 
than the far-different but equally important Franciscan church of 
Marie-Madeleine or the parish church of Saint-Jean-en-Greve, 
this type of painstaking research must proceed. M. Gillon's 
substantial augmentation of the graphic record for the abbey of 
Saint-Maur is a valuable step in this direction. 9 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS AND 
A FFlLlA TED ASSOCIATIONS: 
AVISTA members and afiliates, please send items for this column 
to the News Editor. News items should be of interest to AVISTA 
membership but need not be about members or afiliates. 

Projects, Institutions and Societies: 

The Washington University Schoolof MedicineLibrary of Rare 
Books has just accepted the deposit of the St. Louis Medical 
Society rare book collections, among them the Robert E. Schluter 
Paracelsus Collection, the world's largest group of works by or 
about Paracelsus. Contact: S. Alon, Head of the Rare Books and 
Special Collections, Washington Univ. School of Medicine, Box 
8 132,660 Euclid Ave., St. Louis, MO 63 1 10; 3 141362-4236. 

Census of scholars of science and technology: An effort is in 
progress to identify all historians, philosophers, sociologists and 
others working on science and technology studies in Europe. The 
goal is to develop a comprehensive mailing list, with the intention 
of establishing a European network, and discussion of interna- 
tional organization at the 1992 SHOT meeting at Uppsala. 
Contact: M. Bakker, Faculteit W&MW, Technische Universiteit 
Eindhoven, HG 8.35, Postbus 513, 5600 MB Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands. 

SMART (Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Teaching) 
seeks lesson plans. Contact: J. Hample, Editor. SMART, College 
of Arts and Sciences, Indiana University, Terre Haute, IN 47809. 
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The Nautilus Foundation in Lloyd, Florida, founded by Francois 
Bucher (AVISTA member), has as its purpose the establishment of 
educational bridges between the Middle Ages and the future. 
1992 programs include the unveiling of 15th- and 16th-century 
documents, architecturalfragments, 12th- to 14th-century statuary 
and forgeries, and a working replica of Villard de Honnecourt's 
catapult. On May 10-29adelegationof United Nationsarchitects 
will plan Ecopolis, city of the future, to be presented to heads of 
state in Rioon June 1-2. This project will involve medieval urban 
planning and pre-industrial materials as well as the most durable 
new composites. A photo archive of 100,000 plates of medieval 
architecture and artifacts is planned. A travelling fellowship for 
graduate students is envisioned, beginning in 1994. The foundation 
is open for research, seminars and meetings of up to 150 persons. 
Donations of books, periodicals, libraries, andfunding areneeded. 
For information, contact F. Bucher, P.O. Box 368, Lloyd, FL 
32337; 9041997-1778. 

The International Boethius Society, founded in 1991, seeks to 
promote an interdisciplinary perspective on Boethius, his work, 
and his influence. To that end, the society will publish a journal 
Carmina Philosophiae, sponsor aforum for papers, and conduct 
an annual business meeting at the International Congress on 
Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo. The first issue of Carmina 
Philosophiae: A Journal of the International Boethius Soci- 
ety is scheduled to appear in the spring of 1992 and articles of ten 
to thirty pages in length, following the guidelines of the Chicago 
Manual of Style, will be considered for publication in subsequent 
issues (See below Periodicals section). Membership in the In- 
ternational Boethius Society is available for an annual fee of 
$12.00 ($14.00 outside the U.S.). Members will receive the 
journal, periodic newsletters, and voting privileges at annual 
business meetings. To join the Society or for further information, 
contact Noel Harold Kaylor, Jr., University of Northern Iowa, 
Department of English Language and Literature, Cedar Falls, 
IA 50614. 

The Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies at 
Victoria Univeristy in the University of Toronto announces the 
creation of Ficino, an international electronic seminar and bul- 
letin-board devoted to all aspects of the Renaissance and Ref- 
ormation. Interested scholars are invited to participate. A link to 
BitnedNetNorthEARN or any network with link to Bitnet is 
required. Membership is free of charge. Contact: W. McCarty, 
NetNorth address: McCarty@VM.EPAS.UToronto.CA. 

~ i d d l e - ~ a h  Medievalists, founded in 1989, is a professional 
non-profit association of scholars interested in the study of the 
Islamic Middle East in the medieval period. MEM intends to 
cosponsor sessions at scholarly meetings in North America and 
to foster lines of communication among individuals and orga- 
nizations with acommon interest in the medieval Islamic Middle 
East. MEM publishes a newsletter, al-'Usur al-Wusta, twice a 
year. Membership is $12.50. Contact: P.E. Chevedden, 31 
Washington Square North, Salem, MA 01970; 508P40-9358. 

Garland Publishing, Inc., announces the development of a new 
series of encyclopedias on the history of technology. Initial 
volumes will cover: agnculture and food processing, building, 
communication, materials, military technology, power, and 
transportation. Address inquiries to: D.H. Stapleton, Rockefeller 
Archive Center, 15 Dayton Ave., North Tanytown, NY 10591. 

St. Martin's Press of New York is planning to publish a collec- 
tion of articles concerning Christian perceptions of Islam during 
the Middle Ages (seventh to sixteenth centuries) for research 
libraries in North America and Europe. Contact: J. Tolan, 2743 
N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee, WI 5321 1. 

Grants and Prizes: 

The Science Studies Program at the University of California, 
San Diego, has received a $1.23 million grant from the NSF to 
develop a research training group in the history, philosophy, and 
sociology of science. Over the next five years, the grant will fund 
fellowships for graduate students and visiting postdoctoral 
scholars. Contact: Program Coordinator, Science Studies, 0102, 
UCSD, La Jolla, CA 92093-0102; 6191534-3388. 9 

RECENT AND 
FORTHCOMING PAPERS: 
This column will list papers read or to be read at professional 
meetings (whether or not meant for publication), papers com- 
plete but not yet published, and papers recently published. Its 
purpose is to inform readers of work being done in a variety of 
disciplines. The News Editor has selected papers of interest to 
AVISTA members and welcomes additions. 

The 1991 Central Renaissance Conference met April 4-6 at 
the University of Missouri. Papers included: J.T. Paoletti 
(Wesleyan Univ.), Piero di Cosimo as Artistic Administrator: 
Private Designs in Corporate Commissions; K. Salatino (Univ. 
of Pennsylvania), Symbol in Form: Resurrection Imagery in the 
Oldsacristy in San Lorenzo; M. Hegarty (Eastern Illinois Univ.), 
From Res Publica to Imperium: Two Stages in the Development 
of the Iconography of Benedetto da Maiano's Portal for the Sala 
dei Gigli of the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence; B.D. Steele (Texas 
Tech Univ.), Beyond the Gaze: Beauty and Death in Venetian 
'Erotic Portraits' ca. 1500; N.K. Smith (Univ. of Chicago), The 
Porta Nuova, Verona: A New Image for the Venetian State; M. 
Georgopoulou (Univ. of California, Los Angeles), TheRitual Lay- 
out ofVenetian Candia (Crete); H. McNeal-Caplow (Indiana State 
Univ.), Artists Working Together: Not the Solitary Genius; J. 
Hunter (Cleveland State Univ.), Who is Jan van Eyck's Cardinal 
Nicolo Albergati? or, Why He Is Not a Cardinal and Not Nicolo 
Albergati; M. Stenz (Univ. of Kansas), Hans Holbein: Court 
Painter or Propagandist? J.F. Gregory (Drexel Univ.), Divine 
Folly and Earthly Fools in Pieter Bruegel's Sermon of John the 
Baptist; K. Alhadeff (Univ. of Colorado at Boulder), Hebraica 
Veritas and the Punishment of Harnan: A Refiction of the The- 
ology of Giles of Viterbo in Michelangelo's Sistine Ceiling 
Frescoes; C. Smyth (Univ. of Pennsylvania), Foreshortening as 
Meaning in Michelangelo's Jonah; J. Cumally (Iowa State Univ.), 
Michelangelo and the Numismatists: The Collecting of Roman 
Republican Coins in the Renaissance; E.G. Rice (Columbia 
University), spoke to a plenary session on Homosexuality in 
Renaissance Italy. 
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'Thirty-first ACRLRare Booksand ManuscriptsPreconference 
at Minneapolis-St. Paul in June: S.S. Layne, cataloguingconsult- 

, ant for IMMI (Index of Medieval Medical Images in North 
America), discussed MARC format and IMMI. Her article, 
MARC Format for Medieval Manuscript Images, is included in 
Rare Books & Manuscripts Librarianship, vol. 6, no. 1 
(Summer 199 1): 39-52. 

The International Society of Anglo-Saxonists held their fifth 
meeting at the State University of New York at Stony Brook on 
July 22-26. Papers included: R. Cramp (Univ. of Durham), Not 
Why but How: The Contribution of Archaeological Evidence to 
the Understanding ofAnglo-Saxon England; R, Deshman (Univ. 
of Toronto), Anglo-Saxon Art: So What's New?; J .  Nelson (Univ. 
of London King's College), The Franks and the English in the 
Ninth Century Revisited; C. Karkov (Miami Univ. of Ohio), 
Ireland, England, and the Western Seanlays: A Study in Cultural 
and Liturgical Transmission; M. Kenney (National Museum of 
Ireland), Trade between Ireland and Anglo-Saxon England: 
Monetary Practices and their Dissemination; H.R. Broderick 
(Lehman College, CUNY), Anglo-Saxon Genesis Iconography 
in Later English Medieval Manuscript Art: Preservation and 
Transmission; D. Johnson (Cornell Univ.), A Program of lllu- 
mination in the OldEnglishIllustratedHexateuch; C.Neuman de 
Vegvar (Ohio Wesleyan Univ.), 'Paganism' and the Franks 
Casket: On the Traditionalism of Anglo-Saxon Secular Society; 
E. Anderson (Cleveland State Univ.), The Uncarpentered World 
of Old English Poetry; C.R.E. Cubitt, The Settlement of Eccle- 
siastical Land Disputes During the Mercian Supremacy; R.W. 
Pfaff (Univ. of North Carolina-Chapel Hill), Canterbury Cal- 
endar, Winchester Calendar: A New Look at the Supposed 
Calendwial Traditions of Christ Church and the Old Minster, 
with special reference to the Arundel Psalter (BL Arundel155); 
M. Bridges (Univ. Berne), OfMythsandMaps: The Anglo-Saxon 
Cosmographer's Europe; N.P. Brooks (Univ. of Birmingham), 
Rochester Bridge: 2000 Years of Brycgbot? 

The Thirtieth International Congress for the History of 
Medicine met at the Sankt Elizabeth Gasthuis, Antwerp, on 
August 2-8. The event included a roundtable discussion of IMMI 
(Index of Medieval Medical Images in North America), including 
a review of entries and a presentation of the purpose of the Index. 

The Battle of Maldon Millenium Conference was held on 
August 5-9 at the University of Essex. Papers included: J. 
Graham-Campbell, Tenth-Century Weaponry; C.J.R. Hart, Essex 
in the late Tenth Century; K. Leyser, Tenth-Century Wa$are; N. 
Lund, Danish Military Organization; K. Mack, The Late Anglo- 
Saxon Aristocracy, Landholding and Political Influence; D.M. 
Metcalf, The Maldon and Colchester Mints; G.R. Petty and S. 
Petty, The Site of the Battle; W. Rodwell, Hadstock, Assandun, 
and the Archaeology of Anglo-Scandinavian Essex. Contact: S. 
Pemberton, Dept. of Continuing Education, Univ. of Essex, 
Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex C 0 4  3SQ. 

The Medieval Association of the Midwest met at Central 
Missouri State University on September 20-21. Papers included: 
D.C. Scavone, Can Historical and Iconographic Evidence Pro- 
vide Evidence That the Shroud of Turin Goes Back to the Time of 
Jesus?; and C. Waugh (Helen Allen Textile Collection, Univ. of 
Wisconsin), The Devices of Women: Aesthetic and Practical 
Aspects of the Re-evaluation of the Human Body in the Twelfth 

Century. The keynote address was presented by Giles Constable 
(Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton), on Dictators and 
Diplomats in the 12th Century: Classicism, Letter Writing, and 
the Birth of Modern Democracy. 

The Centro de Estudios del Romanico sponsored the third 
symposium of the Curso de Cultura Medieval, Repoblacion y 
Reconquista, at the Monasterio de Santa Maria la Real, Aguilar 
de Campoo, Palencia. Papers included: P. Silva Maroto, Palencia 
en el siglo XV: Pinrura y Sociedad; A. Franco Mata, Aspectos de 
la escultura gotica toledana del siglo XIV; and E. Carbonell i 
Esterller, El baldaquino de Ribas en las pintura roma'nica 
catalana. 

TheEighteenth Saint Louis Conferenceon Manuscript Studies 
met on October 11-12. Papers included: K. Snedegar (Grand 
Valley State Univ.), 0-rford, Bodleian Library. MS Digby 176: A 
Fourteenth-Century Oxford Composite Codex of Astrological 
andAstronomica1 Works; P.L. Acker (St. Louis Univ.), Palmistry 
in Medieval British Manuscripts; L.M. Ayres (Univ. of Cali- 
fornia at Santa Barbara), Romanesque Bible Illumination in the 
Era of Papal Reform: Some Issues of Book Typology and Pa- 
tronage; D. Firmani (College of Notre Dame of Maryland), The 
illuminations in theSan Marco Manuscripts (Florence, Museodi 
Sun Marco) by Don Simone Camaldolese: Reconciling the 
Document and the Physical Evidence. 

The New England Medieval Conference, held a conference on 
The Monastic Tradition at Trinity College, the University of 
Vermont, and St. Michael's College, Vermont on October 12- 
13. Papers included: F.S. Paxton (Connecticut College), The Care 
of Bodies and the Cure of Souls: Spirit and Flesh in Medieval 
Monastic Medicine; C.W. Potts (Middlebury College), Predators 
and Patrons in Eleventh-Century Normandy: The Feast on 
Monastic Lands Reconsidered; T.  Head (Yale Univ.), Bodies of 
Truth: Relics as Signs of Sanctity in Monastic and Mendicant 
Spirituality; C. McClendon (Brandeis Univ.), The Art of Fa$a, 
Rome, and Monte Cassino in the AgeofMonastic Reform; C. Hahn 
(Florida State Univ.), The Image of Sanctity in Monastic Illus- 
trated Lives of Saints; W.S. Stoddard (Williams College), The 
Benedictine Abbey of Psalmodi. 

The Fourth Biennial Conference on The Medieval City and 
Its Image, devoted to Health and Disease in the Medieval City, 
was held at City University Graduate Center in New York City 
on October 25. Papers included: M.R. McVaugh (Univ. of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill), The Medical Corps of a Late Medieval 
City: Barcelona 1300-1350; F.C. Sautman (Hunter College and 
the Graduate School, CUNY), Folklore and Medicine in the 
Medieval City; A. Hayum (Fordham Univ.), Art and Disease at 
the End of the Middle Ages: Examples and Considerations; M. 
Green (Duke Univ.). Mulieres Salernitanae: The Medical 
Practices and Reputation of the Women of Salerno; L. Demaitre 
(Fordham Univ.), The Doctor's Fee: Honorarium orHire?; B.G. 
Lane (Queens College, CUNY), Seminar: TheAltarpieceasSolace 
in the Late Medieval Hospital; S. Kruger (Queens College, 
CUNY), Medical Theories of Dreaming and the Medieval De- 
piction of Disease; I. Gnarra (Kean College of New Jersey), 
Hippocratic Ideals and Clinical Practice in Thirteenth-Century 
Paris. 
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Medieval Spain in the Western Mediterranean: A Conference 
in Honor of Robert I. Bums, S.J., was held at the University of 
California at Los Angeles on October 25-26. Papers included: M. 
Meyerson (Univ. of Notre Dame), Religious Changes, Region- 
alism, andRoyal Power in the Spain ofFernandoandIsabel; J.R. 
Webster (St. Michael's College, Univ. of Toronto), Mission and 
Coexistence: The Franciscans and Non-Christians in the Crown 
of Aragon; J. Lalinde (Colegio Universitario Abad Oliva), La 
Vertehracidn de la Corona de Aragrin en la Monarquia Espagtiola; 
E. Lourie (Ben Gurion Univ.), Conspiracy and Cover-up: The 
Order of Montesa on Trial (1352); J.F. O'Callaghan (Fordham 
Univ.), Kings and Lords in Conflict: A Comparison of Late- 
Thirteenth Century Castile and Aragon; L. McMillin 
(Susquehanna Univ.), SacredandSecular Politics: The Convent 
of Saint Pere de les Puelles in Thirteenth-Century Barcelona; C. 
B. Gallart (Univ. of Barcelona), ~volucion de la Ciuidades de la 
Corona de Aragdn en la Baja Edad Media; M. de Epalza (Univ. 
of Alicante), Islamic Social Structure in Muslim and Christian 
Valencia; T. Glick (Boston Univ.), Berbers in Valencia: The 
Case of Irrigation; D. Abulafia (Cambridge Univ.), Commerce 
and the Kingdom of Majorca, 1150-1450; C. Backrnan (Boston 
Univ.), Sicily and the Slave Trade; L.J. Simon (Michigan State 
Univ.), Buyers, Sellers, and Majorcan Slaves in the Thirteenth 
Century: A Sociological Portrait; W.D. Phillips Jr. (Univ. of 
Minnesota), The Spanish Kingdoms and the Wider World in the 
Later Middle Ages; B. Krekic (Univ. of California, Los Angeles), 
Duhrovnik and Spain: Commercial and Human Contacts, 
Fourteenth-Sixteenth Centuries; J.W. Broadman (Univ. of 
Central Arkansas),RansomersorRoyalAgents: The Mercedarians 
and the Aragonese Crown in the Fourteenth Century; D.J. Kagay 
(Texas Medieval Assoc.), The Conqueror as Logician: Army 
Mobilization, Royal Administration and the Realm in the Thir- 
teenth-Century Crown of Aragon; P.E. Chevedden (Salem State 
College), King Jaime's Artillery. 

The Archaeological Institute of America held its annual 
meeting in Chicago on December 27-30. Papers included: J.T. 
Peiia (State Univ. of New York at Albany), Continuity or Dis- 
continuity in Central Italian Glazed Pottery Manufacture: New 
Evidence from the Palatine Hill in Rome; G.D.R. Sanders (Univ. 
of Birmingham), Demography of the Aegean in the Seventh to 
Ninth Centuries A.C.; E.F. Athanassopoulos (Univ. of Pennsyl- 
vania), Intensive Survey and Medieval Settlement: The Case of 
Nemea; N. Miller, J. Alchermes, and F.A. Cooper (Univ. of 
Minnesota), MacroregionalSurvey of the Frankish Peloponnesos; 
P.N. Kardulias (Kenyon College), Architectural and Geophysi- 
cal Survey of a Medieval Site in the Korinthia. 

The Journal of Unconventional History has published an ar- 
ticle by cultural historian Ervin Bonk616 (AVISTA member),"Stop 
Egg-Boxing Villard de Honnecourt," Journal of Unconven- 
tional History 2 ( 199 1): 48-5 1. Professor Bonk616 also gave a 
paper on How Villard de Honnecourt Saw His Contemporaries, 
at the Medieval Forum at Plymouth State College, NH on April 
20,1990, this paper has been added to the AVISTA collection at Magill 
Library, Haverford College. He has also kindly presented a large 
number of texts on medieval art in eastern Europe to the AVISTA 
collection (q.v.) 

Periodicals: 

Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, a new semi-annual journal 
devoted to the history of Arabic sciences, mathematics. and 

philosophy in the world of Islam between the eighth and eigh- 
teenth centuries, will be published by Cambridge University 
Press. Its policy is to encourage studies of the interrelations 
between the Arabic, Greek, and Indian sciences and philosophy, 
and Latin, Byzantine, Hebrew, Italian, and other European sci- 
ences and philosophy. Forthcoming articles will include Phi- 
losophy and Political Thought: Reflections and Comparisons by 
Muhsin Mahdi; Arabic Mechanical Engineering: The Current 
State of Research by Donald Hill; as well as a contribution by 
AWSTA memberGeorge Salibaof ColumbiaUniversity who is one 
of the journal's editors. Contributors should submit papers either 
to Dr. Basim Musallam, Executive Editor, Centre of Middle 
Eastern Studies, University of Cambridge, Sidgwick Avenue, 
Cambridge CB3 9DA, England or Professor Roshdi Rashed, 
Executive Editor, Equipe R.E.H.S.E.I.S., C.N.R.S., 49 rue 
Mirabeau, 75016 Paris, France. Subcriptions to Arabic Sciences 
and Philosophy at $39.00 annually for individuals, $75.00 for 
institutions may be orderedfrom Cambridge University Press, 40 
West 20th Street, New York, NY 1001 1-421 1. 

The Society for Confraternity Studies has just launched 
Confraternitas, a biannual newsletter on recent research on 
medieval and Renaissance confraternities. Scholars are invited to 
submit notes, items of interest and short (2-3 pp.) articles for the 
newsletter and to send in offprints of longer articles for the 
Confraternities Collection, under the aegis of the Centre for 
Renaissance and Reformation Studies (Toronto). Contact: K. 
Eisenbichler or W.R. Bowen, Victoria College, University of 
Toronto, Toronto, Canada M5S 1 K7. 

The Journal of Urban Technology, which began publication in 
September, 1991, will review and analyze the development and 
effects of urban technology for an audience of non-scientists and 
non-engineers. Articles are invited foreither the "Developments" 
section, detailing innovations (4000 words); or for the "Opinions" 
section, commenting on city technology from the vantage point 
of economics, politics, ecology, ethics, or aesthetics. Send 
manuscripts to R. Hanley, New York Technical College, 300 Jay 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1201. 

Studies in Insular Art and Archaeology, the first volume of 
American Early Medieval Studies, a new series, was published 
in May, 199 1. Copies are available for $27.00 from the publishers, 
American Early Medieval Studies, Dept. of Art, Miami Univ., 
124 Art Building, Oxford, OH 45056. 

Carmina Philosophiae: A Journal of the International 
Boethius Society, an interdisciplinary journal of Boethian studies, 
will publish its first annual issue in Spring, 1992. Contact: B. 
Watts, Butler Univ., Dept. of English Lang. & Lit., 4600 Sunset 
Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46208 (See also News section above). 

Plainsong and Medieval Music, the journal of the Plainsong 
and Medieval Music Society, will be published twice annually by 
Cambridge University Press. Articles should not exceed 8000 
words and may be considerably shorter. Contact: J. Caldwell, 
Faculty of Music, St. Aldates, Oxford OX1 1DB; or C. Page, 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge CB2 3HU. 

Medieval World-the Magazine of the Middle Ages, a new bi- 
monthly periodical devoted to the period between A.D. 500 and 
1500, will focus on western Europe, but Byzantine, Islamic, 
Chinese and other contemporary cultures will also be covered. 
The editors invite the submission of scholarly articles (1500- 
4000 words) on recent research. Book reviews and information 
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on exhibits and travel to medieval sites will also be regular 
features. The periodical will be supported by advertising. Send 

( material and inquiries to: I. Andersen, Medieval World, 38B 
Lichfield Grove, Finchley, London N3 2JP. 

The Haskins Society Journal: Studies in Medieval History, the 
new journal of the Haskins Society, will publish research papers 
from the Society'sannual conference or at other Society-sponsored 
sessions, pertaining to the Society's interests: Viking, Anglo- 
Saxon, Anglo-Norman, and early Angevin history. Members 
receive individual subscriptions; contact: L. Shopkow. Dept. of 
History, Indiana Univ., Bloomington, IN 47405. Institutional 
subscribers shouldcontact: The Hambledon Press, 309Greenbriar 
Ave. Ronceverte, WV 25970. 

Chrysopoeia, published quarterly by the SocietC d '~ tude  de 
I'Histoire de I'Alchimie, contains "unpublished texts and studies 
of all aspects of the history of alchemy: technological, philo- 
sophical, religious, literary, artistic, sociological, etc." Contact: 
S. Matton, C.N.R.S. Centred'histoiredes sciencesetdes doctrines, 
156 avenue Parmentier. F-750 10 Paris. 

Metascience, formerly the scholarly journal of the Australasian 
Association for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of 
Science, has become an twice-yearly international review jour- 
nal covering books and monographs in these fields. Send mate- 
rials for review to M. ShortJand, Unit for the History and 
Philosophy of Science, Univ. of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 2006, 
Australia. 

The series British Archaeological Reports has been taken into 
the care of a new group, Tempus Reparatum: Archaeological and 
Historical Associates, Ltd. All inquiries relating to the submis- 
sion of manuscripts for future publication should be sent to the 
General Editor, D.P. Davidson, 29 Beaumont Street, Oxford, 
o x 1  2NP. 9 

ACTIVITIES. . . PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE 
This column reports activities relevant to the interdisciplinary 
interests of AVISTA members. The list is selective rather than 
comprehensive, andwill notreplace reports of activitiespublished 
by professional societies of the various disciplines represented 
by AVISTA members. Neither will it always constitute due notice 
of an activity, because of AVISTA FORUM'S biannual publication 
schedule. On the other hand, scholars may be informed of 
activities that their own professional groups do not report. The 
purpose of the column is to facilitate the exchange of information 
and ideas across the boundaries of various disciplines. Please 
send reports of activities to the News Editor. Items are not 
necessarily listed in chronological order. All dates are I992 
unless otherwise specified. 

March. 1991 : The Index of Medieval Medical Images in North 
America and the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at 
the University of California at Los Angeles cosponsored two 
seminars on recent developments in the use of computers in the 

humanities, both chaired by research officers from the Text 
Studies Centre of the Computers in Teaching Initiative at Oxford 
University. Dr. Marilyn Deegan presented a paper on March 22 
on A Computerized Approach to Contextualizing Medieval and 
Renaissance Medicine: the Example of the OldEnglish Leechbook 
ofBald, and demonstrated apilot version of her Hypertext edition 
of that work on a PS270, using Guide (tm Owl International. 

May 7, 1991: Seventeenth-Century Dutch Life and Art, an 
interdisciplinary symposium, was held at Hofstra University. 
Contact: D.R. Barnes, Mason Hall, Hofstra Univ., Hempstead, 
NY 1 1550. 

June 5-9, 1991: America in European Conciousness, 1493 to 
1750: The Intellectual Consequences of the Discovery of the 
New World, was held at the John Carter Brown Library, Brown 
University. Contact: R. Douglas, JCBL, Box 1894, Providence, 
RI 029 12. 

July 5-7,1991: The Society for the Social History of Medicine 
met at Christ's College, Cambridge; discussion centered on the 
subject of famineand the interaction of malnutrition with disease. 
Contact: P. Garnsey, Jesus College, Cambridge CB5 8BL or J. 
Henderson, 27 Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1QA. 

July 15-1 8,1991: Medieval Art and Architectureat Salisbury, 
a conference of the British Archaeological Association, included 
papers on liturgy, chapter organization, architecture, vault 
paintings, sculpture, window glass, tiles, woodwork, vestments, 
and the 'episcopal style.' Contact: A. Hilder, 7 The Shrubbery, 
Upminster, Essex RM14 3AH, England. 

Aug. 8-14, 1991: The Eighteenth International Congress of 
Byzantine Studies met at Moscow State University. Plenary 
sessions were devoted toeight major themes, including the Social 
and Political Factors in the Development of Byzantine Art. 
Fourteen roundtables were planned, including: The Byzantine 
Way of Life and Ways of Thought; and Translations and Cir- 
culation of Books in Byzantium. Sessions on art history, pale- 
ography and codicology, and archaeology. Contact: J. Barker, 
Secretary, USNCBS, Dept. of History, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. WI 53706. 

Aug. 26-3 1, 1991: Workshop Questions, the Sixteenth In- 
ternational Colloquium of the Corpus Vitrearum, partially 
concentrated on historical techniques and materials. Summaries 
of the talks were published by Verlag Paul Haupt, Berne. Con- 
tact: E.J. Beer, Kunsthistorisches Institut, Hodlerstr. 8, CH-3011, 
Berne, Switzerland. 

Aug. 29-3 1,199 1: Fourth Symposium on Ship Construction 
in Antiquity, in Athens.Contact: H.E. Tzalas, H.I.P.N.T., Zea 
Marina, Offices A1 and A2, Freattida, 185 36 Piraeus, Greece. 

Sept. 14,199 1 : TheNineteenth MeetingoftheI.C.O.H.T.E.C., 
cosponsored by the Bundesministerium fiir Wissenschaft und 
Forschung, the Osterreichisches Forschungsinstitut fiir 
Technikgeschichte, and the Technisches Museum Wien, focussed 
on the development of traffic and transport systems. Contact: H. 
Janlschek, Technisches Museum Wien, Mariahilferstr.212, A- 
1 140 Vienna, Austria. 

Sept. 9-13, 1991: The Eleventh International Scientific In- 
strument Symposium met in Bologna at the Dipartimento di 
Fisica dell'Universitiidi Bologna. The theme was the meaning of 
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historic scientific instruments and their contemporary aspects: 
restoration, cataloguing, research uses, theoretical and method- 
ological aspects, educational purposes, historical diffusion and 
trade, exhibitions, etc. Contact: G. Dragoni, Museo di Fisica, Via 
Irnerio 46.1-48 128 Bologna, Italy. 

Sept. 22-25, 1991: Augustine's Influence on the Church and 
on the World, was held at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
Contact: Rev. C. Harms, Zion Lutheran Church, 709 6th St., 
Wausau, WI 54401 ; or R. Braunschweig, 505 Woodside Terrace, 
Madison. WI 537 1 1. 

Sept. 26-28, 1991: Ancient Jewelry and Archaeology: an 
International Symposium, was held at Indiana University. 
Speakers included Andrew Oliver, Jr., and Sir John Boardman. 
The symposium was organized by the Indiana University Art 
Museum with the School of Fine Arts and the Program in 
Classical Archaeology. Contact: A. Calinescu, Curator of Ancient 
Art - Symposium Coordinator, Indiana Univ. Art Museum, 
Bloomington, IN 47405; 81 218554661. 

Sept. 27-28, 1991: Creative Women in Medieval and Early 
Modern Italy, a conference sponsored by the Center for Italian 
Studies, the Departments of Music, History, History of Art, 
Religious Studies, and Romance Languages, the Humanities 
Council, the Center for European Studies, the Center for Cultural 
Studies, the Committee on Medieval Studies and the Women's 
Studies Program at the University ofPennsylvania, the Consulate 
General of Italy, and the Amici of the Center for Italian Studies, 
was held in Philadelphia. Contact: E. Ann Matter, Dept. of 
Religious Studies, P.O. Box 36 CH, Univ. of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 19 104-6303; 2 151898-86 14. 

Sept. 28, 1991: Battle of Maldon 1000th Anniversary a con- 
ference, was held at Coppin State College in Baltimore. Contact: 
3011383-5412. 

Oct. 18-19,199 1 : Place and Displacement in the Renaissance, 
the twenty-fifth annual conference of the Center for Medieval 
and Early Renaissance Studies, was held at the State University 
ofNew Yorkat Binghamton. Contact: A. Vos, CEMERS. SUNY- 
Binghamton, P.O. Box 6000, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000. 

Nov. 7-1 1.1991: The Seventeenth Annual Byzantine Studies 
Conference met at Hellenic College, Brookline, MA. Sessions 
included: Byzantine Art and the Church, Byzantine Art in North 
American Collections, Byzantine Glass, Byzantine Papyrology, 
Papers in Memory of Kathleen Shelton, The Reception of 
Byzantium in the West, Women in Byzantium: Varieties of Evi- 
dence. Contact: N.M. Vaporis, 50Goddard Ave., Brookline, MA 
02 146. 

Nov. 8, 1991: Hortus sanitatis, a one-day seminar on this rare 
herbal and compendium of medical recipes, published in 1491, 
was held at the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at . 
the University of California, Los Angeles. Contact: UCLA 
Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 212 Royce Hall, 
Univ. of California, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90024- 
1485. 

Nov. 8, 1991: The Three Cultures of Medieval Spain in Per- 
spective: A Remembrance of 1492, a workshop, was held at 
Cornell University. Participants included: J. Monroe, M.R. 
Menocal, C. Arroyo, J. Piedra, R. Brann. Contact: R. Brann, Near 
Eastern Studies, Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY 14853-2502. 

Nov. 22-24, 1991: Sex and Sexuality in the Middle Ages and 
the Renaissance, an interdisciplinary conference, was held at 
Victoria University at the University of Toronto. Plenary speakers 
were V. Bullough and J. Brundage. Contact: Sexuality Confer- 
ence, Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, Victoria 
Univ., Univ. of Toronto, Toronto, Ont. M5S 1K7, Canada; 4161 
585-4484. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 1991: Circa 1492: Art in the Age of Explo- 
ration, a symposium, was held at the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington, DC, in conjunction with the exhibit of the same 
name. Contact: 2021842-6690 

The Folger Institute's Fall 1991 program of seminars included: 
B.J.T. Dobbs (Northwestern Univ.); Renaissance and Early 
Modern Cosmologies; D.O.Hughes (Univ. of Michigan), Con- 
sumption and Display in the Italian Renaissance City. For in- 
formation on the Spring 1992 lineup, contact: the Folger Institute, 
The Folger Shakespeare Library, 201 East Capitol Street SE, 
Washington, DC 20003; 20215444600. 

Jan. 21-25: America in the Formation of a New World: 500 
Years of Scientific Exchanges, the Third Latin American 
Congress of History of Science and Technology, was held in 
Mexico City. Contact: N. Reingold, National Museum of 
American History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 
20560; or J.J. Saldana, Apartado postal 21-873,04000 Mexico, 
D.F., Mexico. 

Feb. 22: 'The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Illinois Medieval 
Association met at Monmouth College. The keynote speaker 
was W.E. Kapelle, New Insights into the Domesday Book. 
Contact: T. Hoberg, Dept. of English, Northeastern Illinois State 
Univ., 5500 N. St. Louis Ave., Chicago, IL 60625-4699; 3121 
794-2659. 

Mar. 12-14: The Eighth Biennia1 New College Conference on 
Medieval-Renaissance Studies, a conference covering "all as- 
pects of Europe and the Mediterranean before 1630, any disci- 
pline," met at New College in Sarasota. Contact: L.D. Snyder, 
Director of Medieval-Renaissance Studies, New College of USF, 
5700 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34243-2197. 

Mar. 13-14: Teaching the Middle Ages. Conference will fea- 
ture Theodore M. Andersson (Stanford) and Charles Woods 
(Dartmouth). Contact: Dr. John Simpson or Dr. Timothy Shonk, 
English Dept., Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL 61920; 
2171581-5214 or -6310. 

Mar. 26-28: Conference on the History of Christianity, at the 
University of Notre Dame; contact: History Conference, Cushwa 
Ctr., Univ. of Notre Dame, 614 Hesburgh Library, Notre Dame, 
IN 46556; 2 191239-544 1. 

Mar. 27-28: The Expansion of Europe before Columbus 
(125&1492), a conference on the philosophy and politics of 
expansion and the resulting encounters between cultures, was 
held by the Center for Medieval Studies at Fordham University. 
Contact: T. Fenster, Center for Medieval Studies, Keating 107, 
Fordham Univ., Bronx, NY 10458. 

Apr. 1-4: Imaging the Body, a symposium sponsored by the 
University of Chicago, will deal with visualization and its effects 
on scientific and humanistic learning, especially imaging the 
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body. Contact: V.M. Boyce, Center for Imaging Science, 5640 S. 
Ellis, No. 409-A, Chicago, IL 60637; 3 121702-8082. 

Apr. 3 4 :  Barbarian Europe and its Legacy, the Nineteenth 
Annual Sewanee Colloquium, will convene at the University of 
the South. Contact: Sewanee Medieval Colloquium, Walsh Hall, 
The University of the South, Sewanee, TN 37375. 

Apr. 9-1 1: Francisco Hernandez Workshop, cosponsored by 
the National Library of Medicine in Washington D.C, will be 
held at the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the 
University of California at Los Angeles. It is intended to initiate 
amulti-year project, focusingonquestions of culture and society, 
and the interrelationships of medicine and the humanities in the 
sixteenth century, starting with the writings of Hernandez, author 
of the earliest works on animals, plants, and medicine in the 
Americas. Contact: UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies, 2 12 Royce Hall, Univ. of California, 405 Hilgard Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90024- 1485. 

Apr. 10: Woman and Natural Law; May 1: Discriminations of 
Gender; May 15: The Politics of Family and State; a series of 
colloquia on Renaissance feminism led by Constance Jordan, 
will take place at the Center for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies at the University of California at Los Angeles. Contact: 
UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2 12 Royce 
Hall, h i v .  of California, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90024-1485. 

Apr. 10-1 1 : 19th Annual ACTA Conference: The Middle Ages: 
One or Many? Contact: Dr. Louis Roberts, Director, Center for 
the Arts & Humanities, SUNY-Albany, Albany, NY 12222; 5 181 
442-4006. 

Apr. 10-1 1: Joint, Combined, Amphibious, and Expedition- 
ary Operations, the annual meeting of the American Military 
Institute, will be held at Quantico, VA. The focus is all-inclusive, 
irrespective of era, nationality, culture, location, etc.. Contact: 
D.F. Bittner, A.M.I. Program Chairman,P.O. Box 307, Quantico, 
VA 22 134-0307. 

Apr. 23-25: The Central Renaissance Conference 1992 will be 
held at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Plenary speakers 
will be: K. Weil-Garris Brandt (New York Univ.), G. Parker 
(Univ. of Illinois), and L. Woodbridge (Univ. ofAlberta). Contact: 
E.S. Cope, Dept. of History, Univ. of Nebraska-Lincoln, 605 
Oldfather Hall, Lincoln, NE 68588-0327. 

Apr. 23-25: The Resurgence of Learning, part of The Year of 
the Renaissance: 1991-1992, in progress at Cameron Univer- 
sity, will be an academic conference on Renaissance learning, 
sponsored in part by the OklahomaFoundation for the Humanities 
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Speakers will 
include: A.L. Loeb (Harvard Univ.); J. Fireman (Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County); G. Bruckner (Univ. of Cali- 
fornia-Berkeley); J.R. Woodhouse (Univ. of Oxford); D. Buisseret 
(Newberry Library); W. Gundersheimer (Folger Shakespeare 
Library). Contact: Year of the Renaissance Academic Confer- 
ence, B.K. Scott, Program Chair, Cameron Univ., 2800 West 
Gore, Lawton, OK 73505; 405158 1-245011. 

Apr. 24: Leonardo da Vinci, a colloquium cosponsored by the 
Armand Hammer Center for Leonardo Studies, will be led by 
Martin Kemp (St. Andrew's Univ.) at the Center for Medieval 
and Renaissance Studies at the University of California at Los 

Angeles. Contact: UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies, 212 Royce Hall, Univ. of California, 405 Hilgard Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90024- 1485. 

Apr. 24-25: The Thirteenth Medieval Forum, an interdisci- 
plinary conference on medieval studies, will be held at Plymouth 
State College. Contact: M. Marquez-Sterling, Director, Medieval 
Studies Council, Plymouth State College, USNH, Plymouth, NH 
03264. 

Apr. 30-May 2: Lorenzo de'Medici: New Perspectives in 
Recent Scholarship, an international conference, will be hosted 
by the Ethyle R. Wolfe Institute for the Humanities, Brooklyn 
College, CUNY. Pending funding, stipends of $200 will be 
offered to about 25 senior faculty and 25 junior faculty and 
graduate students. Featured speakers will include V. Branca, R. 
Fubini, F.W. Kent, M. Mallet, and R. Trexler. Contact: B. 
Toscani, Wolfe Institute, BrooklynCollege, Brooklyn, NY 1 1210. 

May 1-3: Law and Society in Byzantium, 9th-12th Century, 
a symposium, will be held at Dumbarton Oaks. Topics include: 
the image of the law and jurists in historiography, rhetoric, and 
art and iconography; the juridical thought of Michael Psellos; the 
use of images as legal documents; and law and justice as reflected 
in art. Contact: Dumbarton Oaks, 1703 32nd St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20007; 2021342-3234. 

May 11-15: The second Working Conference of the Inter- 
national History, Philosophy, and Science Teaching group will 
be held at Queens University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada. For 
program information: M.R. Matthews, School of Education, 
Univ. of New South Wales, Kensington, NSW, Australia; for 
information on the conference: S. Hills, Faculty of Education, 
Queen's Univ., Kingston, Ontario, Canada, K7L 3N6. 

May 13-16: Marriage and the Family in Western History, a 
conference, will be held at Carleton University, Ottawa. Contact: 
R. Phillips, Dept. of History, Carleton Univ., Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, K 1 S 5B6. 

May 18-22: The Text and Texture of Symbology: Shifting 
Perceptions from 600 to 1600, an international and cross-dis- 
ciplinary conference investigating models of culture as they are 
elaboratedboth internally, by particularsocieties, and externally, 
by scholars studying those societies, will be held at the Center for 
Medieval andRenaissance Studies at the University ofCalifornia 
at Los Angeles. Contact: UCLA Center for Medieval and Re- 
naissance Studies, 212 Royce Hall, Univ. of California, 405 
Hilgard Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90024-1485. 

May 21-June 7: Azahar-Columbus: The Art of the Islamic 
Conquest, Spanish Reconquest, and the Discovery of the New 
World. A traveling seminar. Contact: Syracuse University, Di- 
vision of International Programs Abroad, 119 Euclid Avenue, 
Syracuse, NY 13244; 3 151443-9420. 

June 4-6: By Sea and by Air: Five Centuries of Interaction 
between theLow Countriesand the Americas, 1492-1992, will 
meet inhiden. Contact: S. Tabeling, Dept. of History, University 
of Leiden, P.O. Box 9515,2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands. 

June 6-43: Peace, Unification and Prosperity: The Advance- 
ment of Learning in the Seventeenth Century, will be held in 
Sheffield. Contact: HPP Conference. Hartlib Papers Project, 
University of Sheffield, Sheffield S10 2TN. 
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July 10-12: The Making of the Medieval Book. the fourth 
conference of the Seminar in the History of the Book to 1500, will 
meet in Oxford. Proposals for 40-minute papers are invited for 
sessions on: parchment and paper; preparation (pricking and 
ruling); inks, pigments and writing implements; layout and 
design; script, scribes, and letter-forms; techniques ofdecoration; 
special problems of prints; bindings and covers; use and storage. 

Send title plus one-page abstract and all inquiries to R.G. 
Gameson, Trinity College, Oxford OX1 3BH. 

July 15-20: The Twenty-Eighth International Congress of 
the History of Art will be held in Berlin. The theme is artistic 
exchange, with sessions devoted to critical aspects of cultural and 
methodological interaction. Contact: T.W. Gaehtgens, 
Kunsthistorisches Institut der Freien Univ., Morgensternstrasse 
2-3, 1000 Berlin 45, Germany; (030) 773 03- 1 16/120/129; fax 
(030) 773 03- 1 10. 

July 26-28: History of Laboratories and of Laboratory Sci- 
ence, will be the theme of the joint meeting of the History of 
Science Society, the British Society for the History of Science, 
and the Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of 
Science, to be held in Manchester, England. Contact: A. Rocke 
(HSS), Dept. of History, Case Western Reserve Univ., Cleveland, 
OH 44 106. 

Sept. 6-9: The Book of Kells, an international conference at 
Trinity College, Dublin, to mark the quatercentenary of the 
College, will expand on work published with the recent full-color 
facsimile of the manuscript. Speakers will include: J.J.G. 
Alexander, P. McGurk, D. 0 Corrain, and M. Werner. Contact: 
B. Meehan, Keeper of Manuscripts, Trinity College Library, 
College Street, Dublin 2; (353) 01 -772941. 

Oct. 6-9: Kommunikation zwischen Orient und Okzident. 
Alltag und Sachkultur. Contact: Institut fur Realienkunde des 
Mittelalters und der friihen Neuzeit, Kornermarkt 13, A-3500 
Krems a.d. Donau, Austria. Tel. 02732184793. 

Oct. 16-17: The Roles of Women in the Middle Ages: A 
Reassessment, the Twenty-sixth Annual CEMERS Conference, 
will convene at SUNY-Binghamton. The conference will assess 
the progress made in the study of the role of women in the Middle 
Ages since the first CEMERS Conference on the subject twenty 
years ago. Scholars are invited to submit papers or suggest panels 
on a variety of topics (history of research, assessment of current 
research, gender and models of power, ritual behavior and 
practices, depictions of women in medieval and Renaissance 
literature and art, the significance of topoi and archetypes, de- 
pictionsof sexuality in symbolic andnonsymbolic representations, 
specific medieval and Renaissance women, female communities). 
Send abstracts and suggestions for panels, by May 18, to R.T. 
Morewedge, Conference Coordinator, State University of New 
York at Binghamton, P.O. Box 6000, Binghamton, NY 13902- 
6000. 

Apr. 14-18.1993: Thesociety of Architectural Historians will 
meet in Charleston, SC. Topics typically treat the history of 
architecture, design, landscape design, urban history, patronage, 
and the interrelationship of architecture, sculpture and painting. 
Contact: F.K. Toker, Dept. of Fine Arts, Univ. of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260-0001. 

September 1993: The European Association for the History of 
Medicine and Health. First Congress, Gottingen. Annual 
newsletter available in 1992. Contact: President, UniversitC 
Louis Pasteur, Strasbourg, France. 

Exhibits: 

Le Tresor de Saint-Denis, Mar. 15-June 17,199 1 at the Louvre; 
catalogue available (290F). 

The Celts: The First Europeans, Mar. 15-Dec. 1, 199 1 at the 
Palazzo Grassi, Venice; a major international exhibit of over 
2000 objects; catalogue available from the Palazzo Grassi. 

Vor dem Jahr 1000: Abendlandische Buchkunst zur Zeit des 
Kaiserin Theophanu, Apr. 1 1-June 16,1991, at the Schnutgen 
Museum, Cologne, in conjunction with the publicationof Kaiserin 
Theophanu. Begegnung des Ostens und Westens um die 
Wende des ersten Jahrtausends (2 vols.) available from 
Verwaltung der Museen, St.-Apern-Strasse 17-21,5000 Koln 1, 
Germany. 

Islamic Art and Patronage: Selections from Kuwait, to Sept. 
22, at the Emory University Museum of Art and Archaeology; 
catalogue. 

Wiligelmo e Matilda di Canossa, June 1-Sept. 30, 1991, at the 
Palazzo del Te, Mantua, explored the art of northern Italy in the 
1 1 th and 12th centuries. 

Plants and Flowers in Illuminated Manuscripts, July 9-Oct. 
6, 199 1 ,  at the Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore. 

King Arthur: Looking at the Legend, Oct. 19, 1991-Feb. 29, 
1992, in Gottesman Hall at the New York Public Library. Ruth 
Hamilton (Newberry Library) is guest curator. Contact: New 
York Public Library, 2 12/22 1-7676. 

Trinkets and Treasures: Jewellery in London from Pre- 
Roman Times to the 1930's' to Feb. 1992, at the Museum of 
London; catalogue. 

The Making of England. Anglo-Saxon Art and Culture AD 
600-900, Nov. 8, 1991-Mar. 8, 1992, a major exhibition, at the 
British Museum, jointly with the British Library. A fully illus- 
trated scholarly catalogue is available. *:* 
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ABSTRACTS 
AVISTA SESSIONS AT KALAMAZOO: 
THE MEDIEVAL HEALING ARTS: THEIR 
SETTING AND PRACTICE 

Morbus Gallicus in the Late Middle Ages 

Catrien Santing 
Faculteit der Letteren 
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen 
9700 AS Groningen, The Netherlands 

A T THE END OF THE 15th century an epidemic of a previously un- 
known disease, which showed the symptoms of what we to- 

day call syphilis, harassed Europe. It is still not clear if this mortal 
disease was equal to our syphilis and medical historians are still 
disputing whether this morbusgallicus came from the new-found 
America or was endemic in the old world. Nevertheless the 
physicians of that time treated the illness as if it was new, 
although they perused ancient medical writings for similar dis- 
eases and their medication. 

One of the (re)searching doctors was the Dutch-born town phy- 
sician of Nuremberg, Theodericus Ulsenius (c. 1460-1506). The 
municipality of that town ordered him to treat the many victims and 
asked him to discover a therapy. Ulsenius wrote two substantial 
works on syphilis and referred to that illness in several shorter 
poems. 

Being a humanist who moved in learned German Renaissance 
circles, he first composed a poem entitled Vaticinium in epidemicum 
scabiens (1496). This poem was primarily meant for his fellow 
humanists who held-as renaissance scholars and as potential vic- 
tims-a special interest in the subject. The Vaticinium was also a 
very literary piece of work, which was full of references to classical 
writers. Its readers were supposed to have a thorough knowledge of 
both classical mythology and astrology. 

Ulsenius's second work on syphilis, Cura malifrancorwn consists 
of a collection of aphorisms. He probably chose this form in defer- 
ence to Hippocrates, who was his great example. Hippocrates's 
aphorisms were in 1496 edited by him in an entirely new way. The 
aphorisms on syphilis were addressed to his medical colleagues, 
since this time he merely concentrated on the disease, its develop 
ment and its treatment. In accordance to medieval and renaissance 
medical science the illness was not discussed as such, but reviewed 
within the broad context of medical ideas about the complexio, the 
balance of humors and the principal members and vital spirits. 

Ulsenius's work will be discussed in relation to recent research 
on renaissance medicine. Finally I shall pay attention to the author's 
own ideas about the task of the physician and the status of the 
medical doctor around 1500. 

AndGladly Teach: The MedievalMedical Faculty atMontpellier 

Howell H. Gwin, Jr. 
Department of History 
Lamar University 
Beaumont, TX 777 10 

A LTHOUGH THE UNIVERSITY AT SALERNO is U S U ~ ~ Y  considered to 
be the first medical school in Europe, it contributed little to the 

development of the university system itself. By 1200, the center 
of medical study in the region was the school at Montpellier. 
already a thriving commercial center. Through the interest of the 
ruling Guillem family before 1203 and the Church after 1220, the 
infant school flourished. Pope Nicholas named the school a 
studium generale in 1289 and Clement V issued three bulls 
regulating academic matters. 

Under Clement's reorganization, the Faculty attained its highest 
development. As shown by the Statutes in 1340, the masters gov- 
erned the school through the congregationes perfrdem, while oth- 
ers served in administrative posts. Together, they established the 
cumculum, regulated teaching assignments, and supervised other 
academic activities of the school, including anatomical dissection 
(after 1376). They engaged in academic research and publication (in 
the medieval sense), and were active as medical consultants and 
physicians. 

This paper will describe the duties and responsibilities of the 
masters of the Faculty of Medicine as reflected in the statutes and 
other primary materials. It will demonstrate that the concerns of the 
present-day university faculty member are very similar to those of 
the thirteenth and fourteenth century predecessors. 

Saint Bernardino of Siena and His Thaumaturgic 
Activity as a Healer 

J. W. Cyril 
Northem Arizona University 
Flagstaff, AZ 8600 1 

S AINT BERNARDINO OF SIENNA, a fifteenth-century Italian saint, 
was celebrated during his lifetime as the main proponent of the 

Observant branch of the Franciscan Order and for his extensive 
predicant ministry throughout Northem and Central Italy. His 
cult embraced a thaumaturgic emphasis after his canonization in 
1450. In 1459, in the Umbrian region of Italy, Bemardino's name 
was invoked to halt an outbreak of plague. The efficacy of this 
action on the part of thecitizens of Fabrianoensured the subsequent 
association of Saint Bemardino with the company of traditional 
plague saints. His image became part of the iconography there- 
after in gonfaloni, banners carried in processions during pesti- 
lence, and is included in the miraculous banner, the Confalona of 
San Francesco a1 Praro by Benedeno Bonfigli, which initiated 
the composition followed in later gonfaloni. 

Bemardino has an association with plague that predates both his 
canonization and the gonfaloni. As a secular, during the jubilee year 
of 1400, Bemardino and twelve youthful companions were con- 
signed the keys to the Ospedalo della Scala in Siena by the hospital's 
director. The group shut themselves in the hospital, filled by pil- 
grims with plague, and cared for the afflicted for the duration of the 
epidemic. This episode from the life of Bernardino appeared in early 
biographies of the saint and is represented in art in the fresco cycle 
in the church of San Francisco in Lodi by Gian Giacomo da Lodi 
from c. 1476-77. In the series on the left wall, the artist depicts 
Bemardino performing nursing tasks for the stricken, and, finally, 
piously burying victims under the altar in the Ospidale chapel. The 
saints curative ministry has both practical as well as miraculous 
qualities. 
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Healers and Healing in Medieval Hungary 

Ervin Bonkalo 
Regis College 
Toronto, Ont, Canada 

I N 549 WE COUNCIL OF ORLEANS declared the possessions of the 
Church patrimonium pauperum, i.e. the goods of the poor. It 

decreed the obligation of the Church to take care of the poor, the 
widows, the orphans and the sick. 

This declaration is the extension of the Rule of St. Benedict, who 
regarded the nursing of the sick a service to Christ. He elevated 
them, in contrast to the thinking of the pagans, who regarded the sick 
inferior people. 

In Hungary the intensive and extensive care of the sick com- 
menced with the Arpadian Age. In 995 Vajk, the son of the pagan 
chieftain Arpad was baptized, receiving the name of Istvan, i.e. 
Stephen. Istvan was crowned the first king of Hungary in 1001, after 
which the christianization of the entire population began. First the 
Benedictines, later the Cistercians and Premontrei were invited to 
convert the population. The Benedictines built the first infirmaries. 

Although Canon Law forbade priests to become physicians, Pope 
Urban IV in 1263 gave permission to the Archbishop of Asztergom 
to lift the excommunication order of priest-physicians. Conse- 
quently most healers were priests in Medieval Hungary. 
They healed free of charge though, while civilian physicians 
accepted pay. 

A large number of illnesses and the cure of them is scattered in 
documents from King Stephen's rule onward. We read of stroke, 
hernia, loss of sight, limping, dysentery, toothache, headache, lep- 
rosy, epilepsy, vomiting, scabies and other skin diseases, etc. Curing 
was done-following the advice of Aulus Cornelius Celius (First 
century)-in three ways; Dietetica: a change in living habits, 
pharmaceutica: use of medicine, chirurgica: surgery. We find many 
examples of successful and unsuccessful cures. Some interesting 
ones will be detailed upon reading the paper. 

The Two Middle English Surgeries in Wellcome MS. 564 

Richard Grotht 
Institut d'ttudes mtditvales 
Universitt de Montrtal 
Quebec, H7L 2L7 Canada 

S URGERY WAS ONE OF THE GREAT BENEFICIARIES, as well as an im- 
portant contributor, with regard to the resurgence of English 

which began roughly in the middle of the fourteenth century and 
gained full momentum in the course of the fifteenth. The practi- 
tioners of surgery of England thus gained easier access to the 
great classical and contemporary texts relating to their craft- 
which had previously been available only in Latin and, in a few 
rare instances, in translations or adaptations in other vernacu- 
lars-and even, in a few rare instances, to more or less original 
works written from the outset in their mother tongue by some of 
their own colleagues. 

Wellcome MS. 564 contains the only known copies-unfortu- 
nately incomplete-f two first-rank witnesses and artisans of this 
quantum leap in the training of English surgeons and in the adap- 
tation of the English language to a specialized and highly technical 
field. The opening word in the manuscript is the first known treatise 
in surgery originally written in English, i.e. which is not simply a 
banslations or adaptation of a single, or a compilation of a number 

of continental or insular source texts. In fact, it is one of the very first 
medical works originally written in any of the Western vernaculars. 
It is a voluminous and highly organized compendium of medieval 
surgical knowledge, dated 1392, which is culled from a great num- 
ber of sources intermingled and arranged in an original fashion by 
an anonymous London surgeon, who gives numerous examples of 
his own practice, recipes and opinions on controversial treatments. 
This treatise presents a well-rounded exposition of the different ap- 
proaches of treatment of the various continental schools, as well as 
a highly informative picture of London surgical practice at the end 
of the fourteenth century. 

The 1392 Surgery opens with the first elaborate treatise of 
anatomy known to haven been written in English. This anatomy 
was plagiarized in the mid sixteenth century by two authors- 
Thomas Vicary and Nicholas Udall-whose works were to be used 
for the anatomical training of London surgeons and, as a matter of 
fact, were from then on till fairly recently to be wrongly considered 
as the two first texts ever written on the subject in English. 

The second surgical work in Wellcome MS. 564 is the earliest 
known Middle-English version of French surgeon Henri de 
Mondeville's surgery, originally written in Latin between 1306and 
1320. Mondeville's text was one of the most important and pro- 
gressive surgical treatises to come out of the Middle Ages. The seg- 
ment of Mondeville's treatise which is found in the Wellcome MS 
fills in to some extent for some of the missing material in the 1392 
Surgery, and it may thus have been added in that manuscript for that 
very purpose. 

Those two capital texts for the history of both English medicine 
and the English language were for the first time edited and studied 
in the course of my M.A. and Ph.D. theses.' This work was en- 
trusted to me by Dr. Charles H. Talbot when he was resident medi- 
evalist at the Wellcome Institute of the History of Medicine in Lon- 
don, England. My paper means to give and account of the two 
Surgeries. Publication of my edition of those two texts is forthcom- 
ing, by the American Philosophical Society. 

I Un manuscrit inhdil du XN sikcle: le ms. Wellcome 564 (M.A. 
thesis, Institut d'ttudes mtditvales, Universitt de Montrkal, 1973; 
vi + 321 pp) 

Le ms. Wellcome 564: deur traitis de chirurgie au moyen-age 
(Ph.D. thesis, Institut d'ttudes mtditvales, Universitt de Montreal, 
1982; ik + 98 1 pp) 

Saint Apollonia: Patroness and Practitioner 

Leslie Abend Callahan 
CUNY Graduate School 
Albany, NY 12208 

I N S A I ~  APOUONIA: PATRONESS AND PRACTITIONER I examine that 
saint's transformation from traumaturgic healer of toothache to 

patroness of those who pull teeth. I trace the folklore tradition of 
the cult of Saint Apollonia as well as the iconography of the saint, 
concentrating on two types of depiction: the iconic portrait of the 
serene princess in which she is shown, tooth in pincers, and the 
clinical images of the torture which resemble contemporary 
representations of tooth extractions. 

I consider questions of patronage-who commissioned the im- 
ages. and problems of diffusion-who saw them. Issues such as at 
what point Saint Apollonia was appropriated by those in the tooth- 
pulling profession and whether she came, by association, to be the 
symbol of and model for female tooth-pullers are also addressed. 
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